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Whatever color, whatever style, there’s a Coats & Clark 
thread to bring your imagination to life. With over 
300 colors right for today’s fashions, our threads 
provide the quality that makes your projects last | ies 
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America’s leading thread maker. 
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fashton fabrics 


An online boutique of upscale 
fabrics, hand-selected by a designer 
with access to some of the best 
of New York and Europe.* 


e FREE Swatch Service! 
° Great prices, weekly specials 
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“you have exquisite taste. It’s such a 
relief to have found your website...” 





“You’ve revolutionized my sewing life...” 


“Your fabrics are wonderful and your 
customer service is the best anywhere.” 


Try us - we'll take 10% off your first order! This is rocket science 
. 
For information, contact Linda: — 

215-542-1082 / linda@emmaonesock.com 






The professional steam iron comes home. 


1 800 268 1649 
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*Please shop responsibly. Our selection is habit-forming! 
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Order online - safe & secure 
10 free swatches for new accounts) 


Free ground shipping 
for new customers 


877-721-7269 www.distinctivefabric.com 


Swiss Embroidery... tr | ted — it's Ziindt Design 


For secure online ordering and wholosale visil our website 


www.zundtdesign.com 
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Amber Eden 
Editor 


we d.love 
to hear 


from you! 


Send your letters to: 

Threads Letters 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 

or via email 
ThreadsLetters@Taunton.com 


THREADS 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Sharing the inspiration 


recently attended the Sewing & Stitch- 

ery Expo in Puyallup, Washington, where | 

“worked the Threads booth,” handing out 
free issues of Threads to show attendees. | was 
simply overwhelmed by the passion, devotion, 
and loyalty that Threads magazine inspires. In 
all my years as a magazine editor, I’ve never 
seen anything quite like it. It was enough edito- 
rial inspiration to last a lifetime. 

| started wondering: What if we asked each of our 
readers to inspire someone else to sew? As a group, 
Threads readers are intelligent, talented, and extra- 
ordinarily skilled. Who else would be a better choice to 
mentor a new generation of advanced sewers? 

In this issue, we have some wonderful articles for 
our advanced and longtime readers, such as “Fix Your 
Patterns Before You Sew,” “Discover the Best Propor- 
tions and Styles for You,” and, best of all, a Master 
Class on elegant edges. In addition to this high-level 
sewing information, you'll find something else: a 
“Teach Yourself to Sew” foldout, which you can pass 
along to someone who's just beginning. 

Thank you for all the helpful and insightful letters 
we've received on what you want to see in Threads. | 
read every letter, take many of your suggestions, and 
look forward to receiving more of your input. 

Finally, we have recently launched afree online 
monthly newsletter that offers an extra serving of 
articles to feed your passion for sewing. | hope you will 
visit ThreadsMagazine.com to sign up today. 

—Amber Eden, Editor, Threads 


LIVE AND LEARN 


I just want to thank you for the changes to your 
magazine. I have been sewing for over 30 years, 
but each issue gives me methods to perfect my 
lifelong obsession. The new format has also pro- 
vided me with an opportunity to help my friend 
who I am teaching to sew. The first question 
she had was, “What is that triangle in the pat- 
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LETTERS 


continued 


tern?” The reply, “It’s a dart.” From your 
articles, her curiosity as to what type of 
thread, needle, fabric, etc., has satisfied 
her unquenchable need for extensive 
information regarding sewing. (By the 
way, her first garment was a bias dress, 
which amazed her mother who had been 
sewing as long as I have been.) 

—Lori Olsson, via email 


Thanks for a great issue and a fantastic 
Web site. I just checked out Laura Mur- 
ray doing surface rubbings, and I love 
how you ve supported this article with a 
video on your Web site. Also, while your 
Basics articles are too simple for those of 
us who ve been sewing forever, for those 
of us who teach, they're perfect. So much 
becomes second nature that it’s good to 
have all the details outlined to remind us 
what beginners need to know. Kudos! 
—Catherine Hay, 
Vancouver, British Columbia 


FROM NEW AND LONGTIME READERS 


I had never purchased your magazine 
before. I had scanned through it a couple 
of times at my favorite fabric shop, but I 
never saw anything that really caught my 
eye. The other night, I bought the Janu- 
ary and March issues. I really enjoyed 
them both. I have been sewing for over 
25 years, and with four teenage girls in 
my house, I am always looking for new 
ideas for stylish clothes that still fit into 
their school's strict dress code. Keep up 
the good work. 

—Sandi Carr, via email 


I'll never forget my introduction to 
Threads. | was about to board an airplane 
and was looking for a magazine to read. 
I saw Threads and was delighted. My 
time in the air “flew” by. I never before 
had read a magazine cover to cover— 
including the ads! I only wish I had time 
to create all of the wonderful ideas I find 
in each issue. A fan forever. 

—Kathie Slife, via email 


10 THREADS 


When I first subscribed to Threads, it 
included weaving and knitting. I consider 
the articles for novice sewers a refresher 
course. I have been sewing and knitting 
since I was four years old. 'm now a 
73-year-old great-grandmother. I was 
lucky enough to learn couture sewing 
from Coco Chanel’s sample maker when 
I was a teen. I miss the vintage fashions, 
but I still love the magazine. 

—Sharon L Freeman, via email 


were a lot of quilting, knitting, and other 
handwork articles, which have completely 
disappeared as other magazines took over 
those subjects. I wonder if anyone com- 
plained then? It was really an interesting 
magazine at that time, as well as being 
informative for an unskilled sewer. 

It seems that a lot of readers just 
cannot accept change, but I love seeing 
new and easier ways to make wonderful 
clothes and accessories, and I think the 


Your magazine seems such a valuable resource for 


sewers (along with being a wonderful archival 


resource of changing fashions) that | wonder if you 


have considered offering all back issues in a CD for- 


mat for purchase (just like the New Yorker magazine 


has done recently!). | am sure it would sell well and 


would be environmentally friendly. 


I purchased your magazine for the first 
time at the fabric store this week. I was 
thrilled with all the information in it. I 
am partially disabled and just took up 
sewing for the first time so I could do 
something. I am definitely a beginner 
and have not been able to find beginning 
sewing classes in my area. I am not able 
to go long distances. 

I read where some of your readers 
disagree with your new format. I know 
that if you continue as you are now, Iam 
going to subscribe. Wonderful magazine! 

—Jeanette Foutch, Monroe, Washington 


I just finished looking through 20-plus 
years of Threads magazine before giving 
them away. (They took up a lot of space 
in my small sewing area.) I was surprised 
that in the early days of Threads there 


—Leila Madge, via email 


new format is very timely. I miss seeing 
some of the “classic” methods of fine- 
clothing construction, though, and think 
Threads could include at least one article 
to excite people like me (age 74) who 
delight in the old methods as well 
as the new. 

—Annette Douglass, Cleveland, Ohio 


I have subscribed to Threads magazine 
for approximately five to six years, so I 
have been reading with interest the com- 
plaints about the changes you have made 
in the magazine. I have no complaints, 
and even though I'm only an average 
sewer, I consistently learn from each 
magazine. It was my privilege to pur- 
chase the first 60 issues of your magazine 
at an estate sale this weekend. Looking 
through the first two years of issues 


Editor photo: Jack Deutsch 


(back in the ’80s) shows me that your 
magazine has changed considerably over 
time. When first published, the magazine 
dealt with weaving, knitting, fiber arts, 
and a bit of sewing. It is now mostly a 
sewing magazine. I’m sure that many 
of those complaining, asking for you to 
go back to the “old” way, would not be 
happy to find that their sewing magazine 
suddenly was all about weaving and knit- 
ting! Keep up the good work publishing 
an interesting, informative magazine. 
—Gail Rodgers, via email 


I recently got free copies of Threads back 
issues at the Seattle Sewing Expo. I read 
them all cover to cover, and thus, I guess 
I like the new format. I purchased the 
latest issue upon returning home and 
will be paying more attention to issues 
in the future. (I will have to wait until 
our local newsstand owners retire before 
getting a subscription though, as they 
spoil my dog rotten with dog biscuits 
every time we go in.) Previously, I would 
only enjoy random articles, and I waited 
until they were republished as compila- 
tions on topics that I was interested in. 
So, thanks for being a good source of 
textile information. 
—Cheryl Petreman, 
Fredericton, New Brunswick 


Until your recent decision to start 
publishing articles pertaining to some 
basic sewing techniques and procedures, 
I was contemplating whether to renew 
my magazine subscription. Your recent 
editorial decision to do so, however, has 
convinced me that renewing my sub- 
scription is money well spent. 

—E. Anderson, London, Ontario 


THREADS ABBREVIATIONS KEY 


To save space, CB center back 

we sometimes CF center front 
abbreviate s.a. seam allowance 
these frequently RS right side 

used terms. WS wrong side 


I just wanted to let you know how 
pleased I am with my Threads. I usu- 
ally go through the magazine the day 
it comes. But the last issue—wow, talk 
about packed! I am still working on it. 
Thank you for efforts in providing a 
wonderful magazine, giving me such joy 
every second month. 

—Caroline Blais, via email 


VINTAGE NOTES 


I've been following the comments regard- 
ing the format changes and agree that it is 
a pity to have lost the unique and incred- 
ible garments on the back cover. However, 
I also love reading about the fine fabrics. 
Is there any way we can have both? Also, 
what happened to the Quick to Make? 
I teach children and have used many as 
ideas for class projects—encouraging my 
students to embellish as much or as little 
as they want. PLEASE bring it back! 
—Deborah Stein, 
Weston, Massachusetts 


The new format is just fine. It never 
hurts, even for an experienced sewer, to 
revisit the basics. But—oh dear, did there 
have to be a but?—I do miss the vintage 
clothing. I got to visit the Metropolitan 
Museum several years ago and was so 
excited to see some of these fabulous 


creations in person. Unfortunately, the 
collection was locked away behind 
“remodeling” walls. Please bring that fea- 
ture back and cover the fabric varieties 
once or twice a year within the magazine. 
—Janet Penner, Portland, Oregon 


Editor's Note: We have a great Quick to 
Make gypsy skirt in this issue. Look for 
more vintage garments in upcoming Issues. 


MORE ABOUT INTERFACING 


The article by Ann Steeves is quite 
interesting and useful for beginners. I 
especially like her emphasis on the differ- 
ence between pressing and ironing and 
on waiting until the fused piece is cooled 
before moving it. 

My experience has been entirely in- 
dustrial, so I have other concerns about 
fusing in general which Ms. Steeves does 
not address. I would enjoy another article 
by Ms. Steeves, perhaps for “experienced 
beginners.’ 've encountered some prob- 
lems in industry (Main floor, RTW, la- 
dies’ shirts-blouses-skirts, blazers, pants) 
that may also plague the home sewer. 

Now that I have time to sew for myself, 
I usually use sew-in interfacing because 
of the difficulties I encounter at work. I 
could certainly use a few suggestions. 

—-Anne Tipton, Cincinnati, Ohio 


| just received my April/May 2006 Threads magazine 


and was so happy to see the antique kimono on the 


back cover. I’ve been a subscriber to your magazine 


for a long time and always look forward to the beau- 


tiful garments that have been exhibited through 


those years. | enjoy seeing the handwork and often 


exquisite detailing, mostly lost to the modern world, 


shown in these works of art. Thanks for bringing 


them back. 


-——Heather Lisle, via email 
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Taught by a professional pattern maker. Introducing new MultiColors 


in 25 vibrant color combinations 


for quilting and embroidery 
1 - 2 inch color changes for 
maximum varigation 


For more information, call toll free (U.S.&2CAN), email, or go to 


(888) 929-2878 or (615) 952-3305 
Talrel@ncetiale)are(= (6 [areal lia(snerel an 
www.fashiondesignonline.com 
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Sucalan 


“Jf www.eucalan.com 


1000 meter spools 
$2.50 each 


Thread « Ribbon « Fabric * Yarn and more 


AVA dalacy: (erst amorelee| 
800-504-6867 


aE Vite > P =m customerservice@threadart.com 
® ; Ns 7 . 5 ™ 
tucelan®... a whole new spin on undy! SN = afree catalogm 
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Janome Embroidery Machine Owners, This One Is For You! 
Join us for the annual Sew Easy Embroidery Retreat with renowned 
educators; Gay Gerlack, Walter Floriani, Mary Jo Gable and 
Linda McGehee to name a few. This is the only retreat available, 
and geared specifically to Janome sewing machines. 

Classes are for all skill levels. 


June 10th ~ 16th, 2006 at John Ascuagaua’s Nugget 
Reno/Sparks, Nevada 


To receive an information package: 
Email: seweasyretreat @sbcglobal.net 
Or check out our website: www.seweasyretreat.com 
Phone: 408-295-6901 
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1-800-561-9731 
/ Super Cleaning & Conditioning for all bres or | | 
¥ ‘Safe & Economical for Hine Washables ©  Envronmentally titndly.». 
®@ Wonderful fresh ‘cents *) ideal Travel Companion 
X NoRining-NoResiie Vist our webstte for your FREE SAMPLE 
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notions 


Digital Velocity iron 


f you've hesitated to pur- 

chase a steam-generator 

ironing and pressing system 
because it’s expensive and 
bulky, the Reliable Corpora- 
tion has a new option—an 
iron with a built-in pressur- 
ized steam generator. The 
Digital Velocity V95 Compact 
Vapor Generator contains 
two heating elements: one to 
provide hot, dripless steam 
and the other to control the 
temperature of the soleplate. 





Thus, the iron can deliver a 
strong burst of steam even 


at low soleplate tem- 
peratures, with no risk 
of water spitting or 
dribbling. An LCD 
panel displays 

the iron’s heat 
setting, indicates 


when that setting has been 


reached, reminds you to 


refill the water tank, and 
tells you when to replace the 
antiscaling system. With the 


: 


—w 


convenience of a conventional 
iron, you get the pressing 
results of a steam generator. 
($190.00; ReliableCorporation 
.com; 800-268-1649) 










webookreview 


Find fabric in foreign locales 


Threads readers who love to 
travel often write in asking for 
hints on shopping for fabric 
abroad. Luckily for these way- 
faring sewers and fashionistas, 
Jennefer Penfold has compiled 
a guide to shopping in the style 
meccas of Paris and London. The 
pocket-size volume is meant 
to be used with The Paris Map- 
guide and The London Mapguide 
(Penguin). 

Organized by proximity to 
Metro or Underground stations, 
the lists make it easy to explore 


these cities section by sec- 

tion. Along with fabric sources, 
Penfold includes listings of 
museums that focus on fashion, 
fashion schools, high-fashion 
shopping districts, sources for 
vintage clothing, suppliers of 
fine linens and housewares, 
notable bookstores, historical 
sites, and places to eat. With 
Penfold as your guide, you'll 
discover textile treasures you’ve 
never imagined. ($15.00; 
Jennefer_Penfold@hotmail 
COM; 425-775-1157) 
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FABRIC 
MARKERS 

WITH A FRENCH 
ACCENT 


The Bohin company, based in France, 
has been manufacturing and selling 
high-quality hand-sewing needles and 
pins for more than 160 years. These 
experts in needlecraft supplies have 
now developed an enticing set of chalk 
markers for fabric. The set contains a 
patented cartridge holder and 16 chalk 
cartridges, half in white and half in 
assorted colors, so you can make fine 
but visible marks on any color of fabric. 
A quick twist in the included sharpener 
restores the chalk’s point, with much 
less breakage than most marking pen- 
cils. You can brush off the chalk marks 
or wipe them away with a damp cloth. 
($11.50; CindyWalter.com; 888-322-1319) 
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Elna 7200 Quilter’s Dream Pro 


Ithough this ma- 

chine bears the name 

“Quilter’s Dream,” it’s 
an excellent choice for gar- 
ment and home-decor sewers 
as well. Its extralarge sewing 
space and slide-on exten- 
sion table (not shown) make 
it perfect for handling large 
projects, while its multitude 
of utility and decorative 
stitches ensures that you 
have the right stitch for every 
purpose and memory to 
store stitch sequences. The 
7200 Quilter’s Dream Pro 
sews at up to 1,000 stitches 
per minute and is weighty 
enough not to shake or 
rattle while it’s 
racing along at 
top speed. 

To make sew- 
ing even more 
efficient, Elna 
has outfitted 








the machine with a built-in 
needle threader, thread cut- 
ter, knee lifter to raise and 
lower the presser foot, bobbin 
winder with a separate motor, 
and computerized functions 
that save your stitch settings 
from one sewing session to 
the next. The machine comes 
with a dozen-odd presser feet, 
including a walking foot, and 
a straight-stitch needle plate. 
Even with all its capabilities, 
the Quilter’s Dream is easy 

to use—for basic sewing, you 
probably won't even need 

to consult the instruction 
manual. ($1,999.00; ElnaUSA 
.com; 800-848-3562) 
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Get fresh with your fabrics 


nitwear designer Jacque- | Aquae, and Citrus), Soak 

line Sava of Jacq’s-Hats requires no rinsing and leaves 

has launched a new your garments with a light, 
product for cleaning fine fi- aromatic fragrance. ($16.00 


bers: Soak. This fabric wash is [Canadian] per 425-ml bottle 
phosphate-free, biodegradable, and $29.00 [Canadian] 


and gentle on your hands and fora sampler kit of 
all handwashable fibers. Avail- _ three 130-ml bottles; 
able in three scents (Flora, Jacqs-Hats.com/soak) 


als 


° What is important in a dress 
7\~ is the woman who is wearing it.?” 


— Yves Saint Laurent 


m Organic cotton 
y Organic cotton like that photographed on the back cover can be 
= found at the following retailers. Sally Fox’s long-fiber, color-grown 
o cotton is identified by FoxFibre and Colorganic trademarks. 
" AuroraSilk.com PMOrganics.com 
za color-grown fabric knits and wovens; lace; thread; 
—_= 
Lin elasti 
Vn CameronClothworks.com i 
7 FoxFibre fabric; knits; swatch SRFabrics.com 
Oe set available color-grown fabric and 
— sheeting 
4 GreenSage.com 
jaquards; twills Vreseis.com 


FoxFibre/Colorganic yarn on 
NearSeaNaturals.com 


valley ne fabtievethredds-yaun cones; fabric; sliver for spinners 
WildRoseFarm.com 
color-grown and hand-dyed 


fabrics; swatch set available 


OrganicCottonPlus.com 
variety of knits and wovens; 
batting; wide-width sheeting; 
swatch set available 
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SEW SMARTER, BETTER, FASTER 


LIps 


Incandescent pressing 





TAPE GUIDE FOR TOPSTITCHING 

I can sew perfectly straight topstitching 
on my fabric without marking it with 
chalk by putting some masking tape 

on the fabric and stitching along the 
straight edge of the tape. This works 


better for me than any other method 
I have tried. 
—Susan Morgan, Salt Lake City, Utah 


VERSATILE VISE 

I hate setting grommets, eyelets, and 
snaps. The pliers I use are uncomfortable 
to squeeze, and hammering in the hard- 
ware is awkward and inaccurate. Once, 
when I was getting frustrated as I was 
using the hammer on the anvil and 
punch that come with a grommet kit, 
my husband came to the rescue. He took 


16 THREADS 


me to his woodshop and introduced me 
to his wood vise. That’s now my tool of 
choice for installing hardware. I simply 
tape the hardware bits together so that 
they don't fall apart, place them in the 
vise, and gently squeeze the assembly 
together. If you're sharing a vise witha 
woodworker, cover the vise dogs (the 
blocks of steel that squeeze together) 
with some scrap fabric or plastic to pro- 
tect your project from shop dirt. 
—Chris Haynes, Seattle, Washington 


WAISTBAND COMFORT 

Here’s a tip for obtaining a better fit in 
sewn-on elastic waistbands: Mark the 
elastic waistband in even quarters, then 
move the side marks toward the back by 
¥y inch. When applying the elastic, match 


My mother used a most interesting 
pressing device: a lamp’s incandes- 
cent lightbulb. it was not only hot but 
also convenient. She either removed 
the shade to expose the bare bulb or 
simply tilted the lamp shade to reach 
the bulb. By laying small sections of 
garments over the bulb and using her 
fingers, she could quickly press out 
wrinkles and creases. 

~—Liz Barefoot, Albany, California 


these adjusted marks to the garment’s 
side markings. Most people have a larger 
front- than back-waist measurement, 
and this adjustment to the distribution 
of elastic on the waist puts a bit more 
elastic where it’s needed for comfort. 
—Betty J. Moore, North Bay, Ontario 


HINGED CUTTING TABLETOP 

Like many sewers, I don't have a large 
sewing area, and I like to be well installed 
when cutting out a pattern. Last Christ- 
mas, my better half had a great idea. 

He purchased a shelf that was 40 cm 
(16 inches) wide and had it cut into two 
pieces measuring 130 cm (51 inches) 
long. He then joined the two along their 
long edges with a piano hinge. The 
finished product opens into a cutting 


Photos: Scott Phillips 


PRIZE FOR BEST TIP 


Do you have a good sewing tip? 
Send it in, and we'll pay you if 

we publish it. We'll also select the 
cleverest tip in each issue, and 
the winner will receive a prize 
package of sewing goodies. 


This issue’s winner receives: 


= Sewing basket with $20 gift 
certificate from Create for Less 
($39.99, CreateforLess.com, 
866-333-4463) 


= Cleaner and conditioner for 
all fibers from Eucalan ($15.00, 
Eucalan.com, 800-561-9731) 


= Scissors gift set from Havel’s ($51.50, 


Havels.com, 800-638-4770) 


= 28mm Olfa Ergonomic Rotary 
Cutter from Home-Sew ($15.45, 
HomeSew.com, 800-344-4739) 


® OTT-LITE True-Color Hawthorne 
Floor Lamp ($269.99, OttLite.com, 
800-842-8848) 


= Fray Stop Spray from Sullivan's 
($11.00, Sullivans.net/USA, 
800-862-8586) 





128 Page 


Full Color 
Quilting Catalog 


From America’s 
Favorite Quilt Shop! 
I 





DIFFERENT PATTERNS i 
FROM OVER SO | Featuring all the fabric, books, patterns and 
i quilting goodies you could wish for. Send your 


FREE RETR ACTAB LE TAPE - J name & address today! Your catalog will be ] 












i mailed without delay. Send to: I 

MEASURE WITH EVERY ORDER! 1G D. lee es iGi 5 I 
sim plicity MOCALLS burda | Dept. TM606, PO Box 1618 | 
Butrerich: VOGUE i Center Harbor, NH 03226-1618 I 
| | 1-800-865-9458 i 
www.SewingPatterns.com L _ _ Wwwkeepsakequilting.com J 
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‘Our Customers Agree! 
Sawyer Brook Distinctive Fabrics 


$5.00 swatch offer! POBox 1800T 
800.290.2739 Clinton MA 01510 


sawyerbrook.com 
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Chiffons 


Satins 







Prints 
and Much More 


Thai Silks! 


252(T) State Street « Los Altos, CA 94022 
(800) 722-SILK 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 * Fax: (650) 948-3426 
silks @thaisilks.com 
www.thaisilks.com 










Specials for Stores, Artists, 
Dressmakers 


ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
for $40 plus shipping 





Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 


Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually Free Brochure Call Toll Free 
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“The Bernina Stitch Regulator 
e comes standard on the 730E. 

| It lets you create consistent free- 
motion stitching, for both straight 
and zigzag stitches, with complete 





confidence. It makes free-motion 
quilting easy, even for beginners. It’s like 
painting with thread.” 


—Kayla Kennington, art-to-wear designer 


“It’s not just the beauty of the 
embroidery you start with, a 
but the way the 730E rescales, “) 

actually recalculating the 


—; 


number of stitches not just 
stretching them, so the design 
stays clear and clean and beautiful.” 


—Ricky Tims, quilter and teacher 





“After minutes with my 
artista 730E, | was amazed at 
the quality. Then, at the factory 
in Switzerland, I saw the care 
that goes into every Bernina. 





_ That’s where the precision and 
stitch quality come from.” 


—Libby Lehman, quilter and teacher 


Nothing Sews Like A Bernina. Nothing. 


BERNINA 


www.berninausa.com 
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tabletop that fits perfectly on my ironing 
board. It measures 80 cm (32 inches) 
wide by 130 cm (51 inches) long. When 
folded, the tabletop can easily be stored 
in a closet or under a bed or couch. 
—Catherine Laplante, 
Montreal, Quebec 


FABRIC GIFT WRAP 
If sewing and quiltmaking were as 
common among the populace as they 
should be, nearly every gift (including 
the big ones) could be wrapped in a 
piece of fabric usable by the recipient in 
some project, instead of paper, which 
gets discarded. 

—Jean SmilingCoyote, Chicago, Illinois 


BARE YOUR SOLE 
When your iron’s metal soleplate needs 
cleaning, try GoJo Orange Hand Cleaner. 
I tried this when I couldn't find my tube 
of iron cleaner to clean off some goo on 
the bottom of my iron. It worked won- 
derfully for removing built-up adhesives 
and other sticky substances. First, warm 
up the iron with the steam turned off, 
then turn off the iron. Carefully apply a 
large blob of cleaner, using a thick wad 
of cotton batting or paper towels, to the 
irons soleplate. Gently rub gooey or dirty 
spots. Repeat with a fresh cloth or paper 
towels, adding more cleaner if necessary. 
When finished, wipe the soleplate with 
a damp cloth, then iron a scrap of fabric 
using the high-steam setting to remove 
lingering traces of cleaner. 

—Paula Cole, Winterport, Maine 


PRESSING AIDS FROM THE KITCHEN 
When youre pressing small areas—seam 
allowances on collars, inside turned 
tubes, etc.— your usual pressing tools 
aren't very helpful. If you don’t own a 
fancy pressing board or point presser, 
you can find nifty alternatives in the 
kitchen and on your desk. Wooden rulers 
and the handles of wooden spoons work 
well for tubes: Slide one inside the tube, 
finger-press the seam allowances open, 
and press with your iron. For collars, try 


a pencil. Look for unpainted ones, and 
use them either unsharpened or sharp- 
ened with the graphite point snapped off. 
—Val Barbaro, 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 


VACUUM-SAVING CLEANUP 

When I have finished a sewing project 

and am ready to vacuum the carpet, I 

run a lint roller over the carpet. It picks 

up threads, lint, and even stray pins. 

This prevents the threads from wrapping 

around the brush on my vacuum cleaner. 
—Yvonne Paul, Winter Springs, Florida 


A PERSONAL SEWING HISTORY 
Whenever I complete a sewing project, 
I record the date, pattern company and 
number, size, sketch of the garment 
sewn, fabric content and care, and com- 
ments about the garment, and I attach 
a swatch of the fabric I used. (I've made 
a standard form that I fill out for each 
project, but you can write your notes in 
any format you like.) I file my records in 
a binder, which serves as a reference in 
case I need to look up fabric care or the 
pattern used. Besides being a reference 
tool, my collected notes serve as a jour- 
nal, chronicling my growth in what 
I consider to be nothing less than a 
form of art. 
—Tomasa Jimenez, 
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 


ORGANIZATIONAL AIDS 

FROM THE LAUNDRY ROOM 

I use laundry baskets for organizing 

the diverse items in my sewing studio. I 
prefer baskets that are rigid, with small 
holes and grip handles on the sides and 
on the ends for easy lifting and carry- 
ing. The baskets stack well and can be 
marked. Jumbo, 31/-gallon plastic zipper 
bags store, neatly and visibly, all the 
pieces needed for an entire project (fab- 
ric, pattern, thread, and embellishments). 
These bags also keep notions, fabric 
scraps and remnants, shoulder pads, un- 
derlinings, zippers, stabilizers, and trims 
sorted and organized. I file the bags in 





Introducing the NEW artista 630E, 640E & 730E. 


They’re bold. They’re beautiful. They’re new. And they'll help your creativity take flight like never before. 


Introducing the latest artista sewing and embroidery systems, incorporating the revolutionary and patented * 
Bernina Stitch Regulator and Editor Lite Embroidery software. Discover them today at your Bernina Dealer. 


Or visit www.berninausa.com and register to receive a free instructional CD. 


* US Patent 6,883,446. Standard on 730E. ©2006 Bernina of America 
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send us. 
your tips 


We will pay for all the 
ones we publish. 

Threads Tips 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsTips@Taunton.com 
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laundry baskets labeled “future projects,” 
“work in progress, “notions,” etc. Just 
call me the bag (and basket) lady. 
—Joyce Deloca, 
Medfield, Massachusetts 


MACHINE NEEDLES, NEW AND USED 
When I’ve used a sewing-machine needle 
but it’s not ready to be thrown out, I 
return it to its package for reuse. I leave 
a Short length of thread in the eye of 
needles I've sewn with so I can easily dis- 
tinguish between new and used needles. 
—Edith Clark, Nepean, Ontario 


SAVE YOUR EYES, IN TWO WAYS 

I always wear over-the-counter read- 
ing glasses when I machine-sew. They 
provide just enough magnification to 
prevent eyestrain and improve my sew- 
ing accuracy. At the same time, they 


protect my eyes: If I accidentally sew over 

a pin or break a needle, the glasses shield 

my eyes from flying fragments of metal. 
— Edna Kish, Epworth, Georgia 


DON’T BOTHER TRACING PATTERNS 
If you have a pattern that calls for a 
complicated, single-layer layout, nor- 
mally you need either to flip each tissue 
piece and cut it out twice to end up with 
the correct right and left sides or to make 
copies of each piece. I find it tedious to 
duplicate each pattern piece and risky to 
plan a layout with only half the pieces I 
need at my fingertips. Now I take advan- 
tage of sales on patterns and purchase 
two copies of designs that have a tricky 
layout. It’s worth the extra couple of dol- 
lars to have pattern pieces for the entire 
garment—both right and left sides. 

— Marsha M. Kitt, Two Hills, Alberta 


Create a visual pattern catalog 


| was recently learning some new software, and | realized that tech- 


nology can aid me in my sewing room in more ways than just hav- 


ing a computerized embroidery sewing machine. You can scan—or 


take digital photos of—the front and back of pattern envelopes, 


then sort them into electronic folders in your computer. View the 


pictures as thumbnails so that you can see, at a glance, what's in 


your pattern collection. You can even print out these files to display 


many patterns on a single sheet of paper. Paste the thumbnail sheet 


on the front of your storage box to indicate its contents. It cuts 
down on time spent searching through boxes of patterns. 


—Linda Rock, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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Slipstitcn 





Essential 
hand stitches 


Even in this high-tech age, 
you cant beat a hand needle 
and thread for some tasks 





he timeworn hand needle and thread are often 

forgotten in the modern world of elaborate 

sewing machines that can stitch, embroi- 
der, and quilt in every configuration imaginable. 
(They're one step away from doing the laundry, too, 
I swear.) Don’t get me wrong. I love to sew fast and 
furiously on a gently purring machine, but if I had 
to choose, I'd take my hand needles over my sewing Ree AO TI OTT Ne OE ORY E SG OO Re seas ess 
machine, any day. With them, I can control, ease, ak ea ee eae | 
and secure my fabric better than the fanciest of 
fancy machine models. 

There are four hand stitches, in particular, that 

I learned from my mother all those years ago and Basting stitch 
find myself using at least once a week. You can 
construct a whole garment with them, in fact. 
In the following pages, I explain the purpose of 





oe EOE ew 
- — a 
— 
on, 
— 
ey 
heme 


the needle. : 
continued >>> 


each stitch and demonstrate how to wield the a ets x _7 a ae 
needle for great results. I've also included three at ed = FAST-AND-EASY 7 
; 
bonus stitches, in case you want to crank up your : NEEDLE THREADING 
sewing another notch. \ 
: = : | to prevent 
Jennifer Sauer is an associate editor at Threads. ' tangles. The length of your forearm is a 
; good measure to use. 
\ e 
Here’s what you'll need: = ils 
straightens and strengthens the thread. 
Needle (size really Thread se 
doesn't matter; get a Beeswax then wet ff 
variety pack to find the Snips | : ; 
one that feels best in Thimble with your lips. It 
your hand) Pincushion ; should slide right 
. Betavien through the eye of 


JUNE/JULY 2006 21 
i 


BASICS continued 


stitches you cant sew without 


These four stitches made it to the top of my list because they’re so versatile. All require 
a single length of thread and are demonstrated for the right hand; if you're a lefty, 
simply reverse the directions. 


Basting stitch 


To temporarily hold fabric layers 
together 


Insert the needle down into the 
fabric then up % or % inch away. Don't secure 
your thread ends. 





Backstitch 


To stitch permanent 
seams 


Bring the needle ’ ~, 
up to the right side of the fabric. 
Sink the needle % inch to the 
right of the point where the ‘oe 
thread emerges and up % inch to hi = 
the left of the point where the LA 
a“ 


thread emerges. ME 


Catchstitch 


To subtly and flexibly 
secure a hem or facing to a 
garment 


Working from an. 
left to right but with the needle 
point facing to the left, catch 
afew threads of the garment 
fabric. Then move % inch to 
the right and catch the hem 
allowance. 
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Slipstitch 


Purpose: To firmly and invisibly 
secure a folded edge 


How to do it: Come up through 
the folded edge, andcatcha 
yarn or two of the flat fabric. 
Then slide the needle under the 
fold for’ to 1inch. The thread is 
hidden in the fold. 





Secure your thread 


Always anchoryour thread at the beginning and end of your stitching. The only exception is 
the basting stitch (top, facing page), which is temporary. All securing knots should be hidden 
between fabric layers or on the fabric’s wrong side. 


TO BEGIN, CREATE A SLIDE KNOT 

Hold one thread end between your left 
index finger and thumb and the other end 
in your right hand. Wrap the thread two or 
three times around your left finger (not too 
tightly). Keeping the thread taut with your 
right hand, use your left thumb to roll the 
loops down off your index finger. Secure the 
entangled loops onto your thumb with your 
index finger, then use your nail to pull the 





tangles into a small knot. 


TO END, LOOP AND PULL 

Catch one or two yarns of the fabric under 
the needle, then pull the needle and thread 
through until a small loop forms. Pass the we 
needle through the loop, and pull to knot. 
Repeat if desired. Cut the thread end close continued >>> 


to the stitches. 
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BASICS 


THREADS 


continued 


bonus stitches 


Once you’ve mastered the basics, try these 
fancier stitches. All require a doubled length 
of thread. 


Bar tack 


To reinforce stress 
points, such as the corner of 
a pocket or slit 


Take two or three 
long stitches in the same place. 
Starting on one end, slip the 
needle under the stitches; catch 
the fabric underneath as well. 
Pass the needle back through the 
thread loop to form a knot. 


Swing tack 


To connect a lining to 
a garment while still allowing 
each to move freely; also called 
a “French tack” 


Take a small stitch 
in the garment then one in the 
lining, leaving about 1 inch of 
thread between the two layers. 
Starting on one end, slip the 
needle under the swinging 
threads. Pass the needle through 
the thread loop to form a knot. 


Buttonhole stitch 


To fashion a hand- 
worked buttonhole or 
decoratively finish an edge 


Bring the needle 
up on the right side of the fabric 
% to %« inch from the cut edge. 
Pass over the edge, and bring the 
needle to the left of your first 
stitch. The spacing is your choice. 
Pass the needle back through the 
thread loop to forma knot. 















OTTOBRE design’ 


A. Available now! 
( A fabulous, fresh and inspiring 
special issue OTTOBRE woman 





Patterns for both small 
and — women 






On our st vou can Browse through all issues, SUBSCRIBE to your own 
magazine and print out FREE PATTERNS! EUROPEAN SIZES 34-52! 


READER SERVICE NO. 84 





Monogramming and 
Personalization For 
‘y | Machine Embroidery 
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READER SERVICE NO. 165 


Want classes? Need fabrics? 
Want to be inspired? 


“Then you need to be at 
the NOVI Show!” 


BB Cnerican 
ee Sewing x: 


S, Fashion Sewing - Quilting - Home Dec - Fiber Arts 


September 29 
through 
October 1, 2006 





Novi, fichigan 


APO" 
* Celebrity Teachers 
+ Seminars 
+ Shopping 
Exhibits 


Featuring “Inspired by Thread's” 
the fabulous fashion show & challenge 


www.americansewingexpo.com 
248-889-3111 


READER SERVICE NO. 116 









Ww longer. 
Sew better. 


¢ Custom fitted to your sewing machine 

e Take it to class, retreats, on vacation 

e Very lightweight — ¢ Easily converts to a light table See 
e Folds flat e Very affordable we 


Exclusively in the U.S 


1.760.377.5378 








owen ~ 


"The truly portable sewing table" 


¢ Correct height 
e Extremely sturdy 






READER SERVICE NO. 155 


2006 NATIONAL MAKE IT YOURSELF WITH WOOL COMPETITION 


NATIONAL FINALS 
Coming to San Antonio, TX 
-January 25- 27, 2007- 


Local & State Competitions from 
August through December 2006 


PRIZES INCLUDE OVER $20,000 IN AWARDS 
First Place Scholarships for Juniors & Seniors 
Sewing machines, Sergers, Knitting machines, Irons 
Fabrics, Savings Bonds and Much More! 


2006 National Make It Yourself With Wool Competition 
Box 175, Lavina, MT 59046 
Send SASE for more information 
www.sheepusa.org 


READER SERVICE NO. 122 


en’s Sewin 
and Vacuum om 


“The best products at the best prices!” 


| | KenSew 


Embroidery Thread! 


Over 288 colors of beautiful 
Polyester Embroidery Thread and our 
color line is still growing! Strong 
enough to run on high speed 
machines without breaking. Our 
spools have the thread catch built in 
to a snap base with 1,100 yds of 

_ fabulous color and shine on the Mini 
Kings for only $2.00 each spool. 















Stabilizer of the Month! 


KenSew Tearaway 
Peel'N Stick 


Peel’N Stick is an adhesive 
tearaway stabilizer used for 
‘“hoopless” embroidery. Hoop, 
score, position item and you are 
on your way! Store your stabilizer 
in our included re-usable 
container! 











For more info on this product visit 
www.KensSewingCenter.com 





Check out our new Stabilizers: 


Peel’N Stick Tearaway - Sew’N Wash - Tear‘N Wash 
Tearaway Hydrostick - No Show Mesh (Beige, White) 
No Show Fusible Mesh (Beige, White & Black) - Fuse’N Tear 
E-Z Tear - Topping - Tearaway (Light, Medium & Heavy) 


912 East 2nd St. ~ Muscle Shoals, AL 35661 
Call: 1-256-381-0161 or 1-877-536-7739 (1-877-KENSSEW) 
Shop online with us at: http://(www.KensSewingCenter.com 


READER SERVICE NO. 149 
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summer style 


ay “bye-bye’ to the 

shrunken jacket, body- 

hugging tops, and 
low-cut pants—fashions 
this summer are decidedly 
looser and longer. These 
flowing, elegant styles appeal 
to all ages and flatter figures 
of all shapes and sizes. The 
pattern collection in the 
following pages includes a 
wide-leg sailor pant, a boxy 
jacket, a duster, an easy-fit 
skirt, a peasant blouse, and 


a lovely sundress. All are 
easy to sew, comfortable 

to wear, and perfect for 
mixing, matching, and 
layering. Depending on your 
choice of fabric, these versa- 
tile garments can work for 
the office, at a fancy dinner, 
and even poolside. 





Anna Mazur sews couture 
clothing in Avon, Connecticut. 
She is a self-described fashion- 
ista and proud patternaholic. 


THREADS-APPROVED Every pattern you see here has been 
sewn and tested. We keep a close watch on the fashion trends 


and select patterns that reflect the latest looks. Each one is 
then sent to a talented tester, who sews it in muslin to evalu- 
ate the proportions, style, and pattern instructions. 








THREADS 


Play with fabric 
in this jacket. 


Elements 005 (email: Twill@Agritel 
net) This cropped, boxy jacket mimics this 
season’s current silhouette but is generous 
around the hips for mature bodies. To get a 
more fitted silhouette, just shape the side- 
front, side-back, and back pieces. Our tester 
suggests replacing the three large buttons 
with five or six 4-inch-diameter buttons if 
you want the garment to work as a blouse. 
Virtually any fabric works with this pattern, 
except for very stiff cloth. Instructions are 
sparse for a beginner, but the tester notes 
that the pattern pieces fit together quite 
well. (Sized XS—XXL for busts 30-50 in.) * 


—Tested by Marion Higa, Honolulu, Hawaii 





The skirt’s panels 
are so easy to fit. 


New Look 6461 (Simplicity.com) The straightforward 
design of this eight-panel skirt is paired with easy-to- 
follow instructions. The vertical seamlines are flattering 
and easy to adjust, and the ease allowance is generous. 
Some versions include a sheer overskirt with optional 
godets. Our tester suggests embroidering a design atthe 
bottom of each panel or making the godets from lace. 
(Sized 10-22 for hips 34%-46 in.) 


—Tested by Johanna Mramor, Surrey, British Columbia 


Photos: Jack Deutsch. Garments sewn by Norma Bucko. illustrations: Christine Enkson. Styling: Allison Berlin. Bracelet and necklaces: Me&iRo 
Purses; p. 27, Jane Bolinger: p. 28, Jalda; p. 29, Renato Minelli, Shoes: p. 27, Carlos by Carlos Santana, p. 28, Vincent; p. 29, Steve Madden 






“* A darling sundress’ 


McCall’s 4868 (McCall.com) This fitted-on-top, loose-on-bottom dress works 
best on a slim figure. The upper front bodice is lined, but if you need more sup- 
port, you can line the midriff and back-bodice pieces, too. The pretty contrast 
bands can be tricky to sew. Our tester recommends trimming and understitching 
more than recommended. Because of the skirt’s flair, she also suggests a narrow 
hem. For a softer, draped effect, cut the skirt pieces on the bias. (Sized 4-18 for 
busts 29%-40 in. and hips 
AN 31%-42in) OA 

Sees —Tested by Gayle Moline, 


Manson, lowa 


These five pieces 
are perfect for layering. 


Purrfections Artistic Wearables 
1021 (Purrfection.com) We chose this en- 
semble pattern (dress, tunic, pants, duster, and 















cropped vest) for its many wardrobe possibili- 
ties. The duster, in particular, caught our eye 
as a key piece from the runways. Slim-fitting 
through the bust and flaring slightly at the 
hem, it has a button placket. Our tester loves 
the application process for the pant’s partial- 
elastic waistband and finds the included de- 
sign ideas helpful and inspiring. (Sized XS—5XL 
for busts 30-62 in. and hips 32-64 in.) * 

—Tested by Mary Ann Shannon, 


Collumbiaville, Michigan 


continued >>> 


LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS _* Includes sizes 24 and up 
@Fastandeasy A Sig ene ae: ™ Petite options %* For knits omy 


DRESS: 
McCall’s 
4868 
















PATTERN REVIEW ss continued = My, 
= “A 
BLOUSE: bi 
Kwik Sew 3062 = = 
PANT: “9° 4 
Simplicity 4237 ene 





*¢ Personalizing this 
peasant top is great fun.” 






Kwik Sew 3062 (KwikSew.com) Interesting sleeves are all the 
rage, and the loose-fitting peasant blouse of this ensemble has two 
sleeve choices plus separate bodice pieces for mixing and matching 
fabrics. With a sheer fabric, you can double up the layers in the bod- 
ice panels but leave the sleeves in a single layer. The coordinating 
elastic-waist skirt is cut on the bias and floats easily over the hips. 
Our tester recommends using lace in the ruffles. (Sized XS—XL for 
busts 314-45 in. and hips 324-47 in.) @ 

—Tested by Cindy Rodrigues, Reading, Massachusetts 








° Atruly comfortable sailor pant’ 


Simplicity 4237 (sim plicity.com) This pattern’s slouchy pant is the 
pant choice of the season and sews up in no time. A gaucho version, 
a longer short, and two skirts are also included. Our tester loves the 
pant’s fit through the hips and the full leg. The nicely curved 3-inch- 
wide yoke sits 1 inch below the waist. The overall look can be dressy 
or sporty depending on the fabric chosen. A crisp linen with a bit of 
sheen or sparkle is our nod to metallic fabric trends, but a flowing 
fabric is just as appropriate. (Sized 6-24 for hips 324-48 in.) @ + 


—Tested by Michele Kwiatkowski, Danbury, Connecticut 





LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS -~'* Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fast andeasy A Challenging techniques MPetiteoptions %* For knits only 
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TOP: fs 
Burda 8217 | f 


A slimming wrap top \ 
that doesn’t gape RF 


(BurdaMode.com) Nautical touches are big for sum- 
mer, and this close-fitting wrap top is perfect for sailor-inspired knit .é 
fabrics. Unlike horizontal stripes, which can make even slender figures \ ‘ 
look wide, the angled front panels and deep V-neck magically give | ; \ VAM 
curves to boyish figures and slim down already-curvy gals. The tester . VAY AAS Za 
recommends a lightweight stretch fabric with at least 10 percent | 
Lycra. For professional results, a serger is essential. The illustrations on 
the instruction sheet are \' i “4 
excellent. (Sized 10-22 for \ | \ 
busts 32%-44 in.) @ So he Aca 
—Tested by Patty Robison, ' | \ | 
Bellingham, Washington 





LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS ='* Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fast andeasy A Challenging techniques Petite options For knits only — 
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BY JENNIFER SAUER 





**Sol’m back... 


some lace and 


—Sfevie Nicks 


to a room with 


paper flowers. 
Back to the gypsy 
that | was ...°° 


Cypsy” 





Two-hour 
gypsy skir 


Build fashionable tiers 
from a custom-tit rectangle 


f \ ne of fashion’s hottest trends 


continues to be the tiered gypsy 


VS skirt. It’s perfect for summer and 
couldn't be easier—or faster—to sew. 
I have always loved this loose, flow- 
ing configuration of tiers and recently 
figured out a way to create them from 
simple rectangles, to accommodate 
any hip size. As you can see on the fol- 
lowing pages, drafting the pattern takes 
approximately 30 minutes, cutting 
the fabric another 30 minutes, 
and the sewing and finish- 


total, this comfy, flatter- 


»- | ing skirt is ready to wear in 


aa ~~. inga mere 60 minutes. In 
—— ha + 
ra = . i 


ie a —  thetime it takes towatcha 


made-for-TV movie! 
And, best of all, the very 
’ nature of this skirt makes it 
dj easy to customize with fabric 
* and trim. In fact, I urge you to 
tap into your inner bohemian. 
Don't be afraid to go over the top 
with your unique designs. This 
season, a wardrobe of funky, fun-to- 
twirl-in skirts is on the fashion menu. 


Jennifer Sauer is an associate editor 
at Threads. 


continued >>> 















q VY p> ‘The ABSOLUTE ULTIMATE | 
> cutting/craft table 
W-BRITE www.sew-brite.com Cae 
By Manta Ray, Ine 800-252-0276 meine 
$67006 - Six Units 

of 4 make a cutting/craft table the needs 
— 44°x66"x36” high. Free of fiber artists 
La pinnable/rotary cutting mat | - 
: included. with 

Storage Caddies | I 
Sold Separately | acai 
4 mE Made in the U.S.A. fend val ue 





ry 
MODULAR DESIGN - Single unit is 22°x22”x36” high. 
Use alone or combine to make a table to fit your needs. 
Each unit molded of structured resins, completely 

_ assembled with 3" casters. _ | Rupert Gibbon & Spider Inc. manufacturers of Jacquard’ 
_ $67104 - Four units and SILK COLORS ACID COLORS 

(3) 17” wide shelf units Fel | 
make a cutting/craft table 
44’x61"x36” high. Free 
pinnable/rotary cutting 
mat included. 





Yau 


. 


LF PROCION MX DYES NATURAL E-COLOR DYES 
LIQUID PROCION H DYES = PRE-REDUCED INDIGO 
For more information on our complete line of products 
please visit our website: www jacquardproducts.com 
For your free copy of our catalog call: 800 442 0455 


_ _ 


READER SERVICE NO. 52 ; a ee READER SERVICE NO. 138 _ 




















For nearly a century Robison-Anton has lead the commercial 
embroidery industry with the finest embellishment and 
decorative threads available. 


When you choose Robison-Anton thread, rayon or polyester, 
you've not only chosen the finest thread made but you have 
brought the top performing mini-king spool into your home. 
With over 450 beautiful colors in rayon or polyester, Robison- 
Anton offers the designer a multitude of creative possibilities. 


All spools are tested for uniformity, tensile strength and color 
match—providing smooth and easy running on all embroidery 
machines. 





By Robison-Anton 
MST EXTILE COMPANY 


Available at your favorite sewing store. 


ROBISON-ANTON TEXTILE COMPANY, PO Box 159, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 
SHIPPING ADDRESS: 175 Bergen Boulevard, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 

NJ: (201) 941-0500 FAX: (201} 941-8994 

INTERNET ADDRESS: hittp://www.robison-anton.com 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: sales@robison-anton.com 








READER SERVICE NO. 159 
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QUICK TO MAKE 


continued 


aa 


Draft four 
rectangles 


Wrap a measuring tape ee eee 
around your middle, taking 

a few measurements from 
waist down to midthigh. 
Use the largest circumfer- ! “ 
ence in the formula below. 

The total finished length 

of the skirt is 26 inches. a 
























A= circumference + 2-inch ease 


Divide and mark each 
panel in quadrants to 
help align during con- 
struction. Depending 
on your hip measure- 
ment and fabric 
width, you may 
need to divide 


Exposed 
seams add 
to the 

boho look. 
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1-inch-wide elastic casing TIISTO) 


6 inches 


A+YA 


Notch the centers. 





6 inches 


. 2A 
: . Add-inchseam 
allowances all 
) 7 inches around. 
| if desired, add more to 
= , the hem allowance. 


2A + AA 





8 inches 


Cut your fabric | ) 
in a single layer 


a ee 


For a full, stiff silhouette, use fun cotton shirtings, dupioni, 
velvets, and even lightweight wools. For soft, floating versions, 
select sheers, gauze, or charmeuse. To mix and match fabrics, 
make sure all are the same weight and have a similar drape. 


AT 
You will need Align the rectangle’s = Smooth your 


2 yards of 45-inch- short sides on the fabric out ina 


wide fabric. If your lengthwise grain. If single layer, then 
the fabric is stable 


lengthwise and 


hip measurement lay out the pattern 


is larger than pieces. Abut the 


40 inches, you will crosswise, however, edges—this will 


need more fabric— align them on the save you cutting 


3 to 3% yards. crosswise grain. time and fabric. 


Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Sylvia Pichler. Studio photos: Scott Phillips. Styling: Allison Berlin. Bangles: Pono 














Emboss velvet and 
use itinalternating ~ 


Piece, oe 
oather, and sew —— 


sequins. 
| rarely finish the seam allowances, unless the fabric 
ravels excessively, but you can add that step if desired. 


Sew the pieces in each tier together, forming a ring. 
Press the seam allowances open. 


Machine-baste along the top edge of 
each tier. Start and stop at the seams, and 
don't back-tack. Pull the bobbin threads to 
gather the fabric. 





Use astrong silk or polyester thread, 
and tug gently to ensure that the thread 
doesn't break. 


Gather the edge. 


Pin the tiers together, matching side seams. 
Evenly distribute the gathers, using the notches 
as midpoint guides. Sew along the basting lines. 
To remove bulk in the seam allowances, press the 


gathers flat.Press both allowances in one direction, then 
topstitch if desired. 


Finish the top ( 
and bottom 


Complete the skirt with a simple elastic waist and quick hem. Also 
create a lining if desired: Draft and sew a column using “A” from the 
drafting instructions on the facing page. Leave slits at the side seams 
for movement, and attach the lining to the skirt’s elastic waist. 


Press down a casing. Sew, leaving a1-inch opening. To fig- 
ure out how much #-inch elastic you need, wrap it snugly 
around your waist. Insert it into the opening with a safety 
pin. Abut the elastic ends, and join with a ribbon patch to 
eliminate bulk. Sew the opening closed. 

To prevent the elastic from twisting in the casing, 
stitch-in-the-ditch at both side seams. 


Serge or zigzag-stitch the raw edge to prevent raveling. 
Then press up the hem allowance, and topstitch. 


4 


Insert the elastic. 


BY JENNIFER STERN 


“, Embroider 
off the edge 


Change the shape of garment edges 
with machine embroidery 











o take an embroidered underlay stitches so that the 
motif over the edge, you embroidery doesn't dissolve 
will use hooped, water- with the stabilizer. Designs 
soluble stabilizer to support intended for freestanding lace 
the embroidery beyond the are usually safe. 
garment’s boundaries—in Always test-stitch the 
this case, a collar. Position embroidery design that you 
the motif so that it’s well intend to use on water- 
| anchored to the fabric but soluble stabilizer without 
ie supported offthe edge bythe __ fabric. Some designs hold up 
| = stabilizer. Here are a few tips better than others after the 
Lain] to get you started. stabilizer is washed away. 
4 ie When the motif is an You can also add support to 
4 organic image, I follow the motif by sandwiching a 
=\ nature's lead to position the layer of tulle or sheer organza 
design. Sometimes | add between the stabilizer and 
decorative stitches to anchor embroidery and, later, trim- 
the motif, as the satin-stitch ming it close to the edge of 
vine does on the collar at left. | the embroidery. 
This way, the motif plays an —— 
P integral part in the overall Jennifer Stern is an 
Bi design of the garment. award-winning machine- 


Choose a design with solid, | embroidery artist. 
linked elements and adequate 


Ss GET THE EDGE READY 


7 “i The collar pieces for the blouse at left are cut and sewn 
y : together before stitching the embroidery motif. The blouse is 
assembled after the embroidery is sewn. To avoid bulk, trim 
= the seam allowance to % inch, turn, 


and press the collar. Under the 


embroidery motif, leave the seam 





allowance unsewn and unturned. 


34. THREADS 





Go over the edge 
in five easy steps 


Just hoop, sew, trim, rinse, and press. 


1 Hoop a sheet of woven wash-away stabilizer such as Aqua Mesh 
(OESD.com). Use a template or baste in the hoop to establish your 
design placement. Lightly spray the section of the collar tobe 
embroidered with 505 Temporary Adhesive Spray. Position the collar 
on top ofthe hooped stabilizer in the desired place. The spray holds 
the coilar secure as the embroidery design stitches. 























2 Embroider the design. Rehoop 
it if necessary to complete 
multiple designs. 


3 Trim away as much stabilizer 
(and tulle, if used) as youcan 
after the embroidery is sewn. 


4 Rinse or soak out any remain- 
ing stabilizer. Let the collar dry. 


5 Press the embroidery from 
the wrong side over several 
layers of terry-cloth toweling. 
This helps keep intact the 
fine dimensional character 
of the embroidery. 





any people love the colorful leaves of fall or the first 

buds of spring, but for me, no season can compete 

with summer. I like to wiggle my toes in soft green 
grass and spend lazy afternoons reading on the porch, and I 
absolutely adore summer sewing. Don't get me wrong. As a cus- 
tom clothier, I happily slave over a spring bride’s gown or a tai- 
lored winter coat, but when the weather turns steamy, I prefer 
fuss-free sewing. Read on for fabric suggestions, carefree styles, 
and fast, hard-working construction techniques. Between the 
hours spent lying on the beach and reading that great American 
novel, you'll have plenty of time to create the summer clothes of 
your dreams—and havea blast doingit. UN 


Rae Cumbie is a custom clothier in Baltimore, Maryland. 
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Sewing 


WHY SEW WHEN SUMMER 
CLOTHES ARE SO CHEAP TO BUY? 


You can purchase a $10 T-shirt at the mall, but it 
probably won't hold up to the rigors of summer. 
Here are four excellent reasons to make your own 


summer wardrobe. 


m YOU CAN GET THE FIT YOU WANT 
Stop searching for a certain length of sleeve 
or for tops that cover your tummy. Incorporate 
these features instead into your custom 


garments to ensure a flattering, comfy fit. 





fabrics 





Natural fabrics like cotton, silk, and linen are the best choices 
for hot weather because they let your skin breathe. Stay away 
from man-made fabrics, like polyester, which trap moisture and 
heat. Also, prewash all fabric to ensure that even delicate gar- 
ments stand up to summer activities and frequent laundering. 





Linen is available in many Home-decorating cottons are Vintage lace and prints equal 
weights and is often blended great choices for pants, skirts, distinctive summer garments. 
with cotton, rayon, and Lycra. and dresses. The prints are If they have age spots, just 
When washed, it will lose its bright and colorful. Because overdye them. 

crisp polish and become soft and __ they're thicker than dressmaker 

drapey. It may still crease a bit, cottons, you can skip a lining. 


but that’s part of its charm. 





Sheers like chiffon or georgette 
are always feminine and are 





Try fabrics imported from hot fun to layer. 
Textured cottons—such as climates, like cottons from 
piqué (which is softer after it is Africa, silk and cotton ikats and 
washed), damask, faille, plissé, batiks from Thailand, and beau- 
seersucker, and eyelet—freshen __ tiful cotton prints from Japan. | 


a summer wardrobe. 


m@ QUALITY FABRICS ARE AFFORDABLE 
Pretty summer fabrics are easy to find. Check out 
end-of-season sales to perk up your late-summer 


wardrobe-——and stock up on basics as well. 


m YOU CAN BUILD IN DURABILITY 
Summer clothes are often inexpensive because 
manufacturers cut construction corners. Sewing 


your own ensures long-lasting wash-and-wear. 


m IT’S JUST PLAIN FUN 
Talk about instant gratification: Summer fabrics 


are fresh, and simple shapes are easy to sew. 





Carefree design 


When it comes to smart summer design, first analyze the purchased 
garments in your closet. What leg width do you prefer? Which styles are 
uncomfortable? Then consider the following options. 
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COVER UP 

PROBLEM AREAS 

Many women don’t like to 
expose too much arm. Wide 
kimono or bell sleeves are 
comfy alternatives to fitted 
sleeves. Cap or half-cap sleeves 
are cool and provide just 
enough coverage. 


LAYER CLOTHING 
Lightweight layers protect 

your skin from the sun. They 
also allow you to adjust quickly 
and stylishly from the steamy 
outdoors to the air-conditioning 
indoors. When you whip up a 
linen tank, sew a coordinating 
jacket or shawl. 


LOOSEN UP 
Looser silhouettes must fit 
properly at key contact points to 
avoid looking like a sack—at the 
shoulders on tops and dresses 
and at the waist on skirts, pants, 
and strapless garments. 





LOOK TO ETHNIC GARB 


Draw inspiration from tradi- 


WELCOME BREEZES 
Slits and cutouts allow for air 
movement. They make it easy tional garments in warm 
to move around and are the destinations—tndian saris, Thai 
perfect places to add a little work pants, African caftans, and 


embellishment. Japanese kimonos. 
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To Line or 
Not to Line? 


A lining, slip, or underlining 
may seem like an extra layer 
that would make you hot, 
but it can actually increase 
your comfort. 


Line only where necessary. 
If you want more coverage 
in the front of a blouse, just 
double the fabric there. Keep 
the sleeves and back one 
layer. Try partially lining a 
skirt to midthigh. 


Wear a slip. Aseparate 
elastic-waist slip gives you 
options (wear it with hose, 
but go without when bare- 
legged). A shorts-style slip 
will keep your inner thighs 
cool and will prevent chaf- 
ing.To make, just use a 
shortened pants pattern. 


Underline to hide con- 
struction. This ensures 
that panties aren't visible 
through light fabrics, keeps 
pockets hidden, and length- 
ens the garments life. 
Simply cut your main pat- 
tern pieces in skin-tone or 
other light-colored fabric. 
Hand- or machine-baste 

to the fashion fabric and 
construct as usual. 


Use cotton batiste and 
China silk. These light- 
weight lining fabrics let 

the skin breathe and help 
regulate body temperature. 


Photos: Scott Phillips. Illustrations: Julie Johnson 





Durable construction 


The most frustrating aspects of purchased summer clothing are 
out-of-control facings and hems, embarrassing see-through, 
and a short garment life. Prevent these annoyances with 

the following great tips. 























ADD BRA CARRIERS 
To hold your bra strap in 
place in tanks and low 


necklines, add a ribbon or 


“5 : ; thread loop and snap. 
i 
—_- EXTEND FACINGS 
TOPSTITCH ‘ae 
REINFORCE SLITS Try this decorative A.combo neck/armhole 


facing means less bulk and 


Silk organza lends stitch to nail down all P : dit elimi 
o ing around. IT Glimi- 
support without inner construction— i: a act 
‘ie nates ironing and stream- 


lines the sewing process. 
ances, hems. 


SERGE A FINISH 

For easy sheer or light- 
weight hems, create a 
rolled edge on your serger. 
This is also a bulk-free way 
to finish seam allowances. 


CONTROL DRAPE 


a aa 
—. Sew decorative tassels and 


FINISH EDGES 
Add a bias binding, or buttons to hems or at the 


fray or pink the edges. i top of faced slits. 


McCall's 
4839 


tip. 


silk organza or cotton batiste—synthetic interfacings trap 
heat. To stabilize edges, simply staystitch. Also stay away 


from heavy embellishments. Lightweight fabrics can’t 


support them. 


FIX YO 


_ Before You Sew 













a To avoid disasters, solve 
Soo errors at the tissue stage 
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ete. ..BY JUDY BARLUP 


eve all made at least one garment that just 
didn’t turn out quite right. What was to 

i blame? Perhaps it was the pattern. Believe 
he a “tit or not, all patterns aren’t perfect—some contain 
a a "drafting glitches, both minor and major. Unfortu- 

7 tt ‘ .. nately, you rarely discover these errors until you’ve 
aie ni* “«, begun sewing, when it’s too late to fix the problem. 

a" Ne ete “2 . To help you avoid this sort of disaster, I'll show 
ey a “you how to proofread patterns so you can catch 

8 RE : inconsistencies in drafting, marking, and printing 


#8, og : before they ruin your project. The proofing pro- 


Ff 
ed 


‘s ie "t F. Cess outlined here can be used on commercial and 
. An r | 7 





Sigh + _computer-generated patterns as well as on patterns 
“y *.-drafted by hand. If you’re going to invest time and 
ft _ skill in sewing, it’s worthwhile to ensure that your 
2 ‘s"._° patterns are accurate. 
i bg. in Juidy Barlup shares her tailoring and patternmaking 
NY ““-! expertise at UniqueTechniques.com. 
ie * ~ 
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Patterns 


Prepare the pattern 









To accurately assess a pattern’s drafting, 
you need to work from the stitching lines, 
not the cutting lines. It’s also essential to 
maintain the proper grain orientation of 
each pattern piece. 


Use a transparent ruler (6 inches long 
by 1 inch wide) as a guide for drawing 
seamlines. When working around tight 

curves, try using the short end.T he 6-inch 
side is perfect for long, straight seams. 


STITCHING LINES GUIDE EDITS 

Study the pattern. Lay out all the pieces 

of your pattern, and visualize how they go 
together. Compare them to the line draw- 
ings on the guide sheet to be sure you have 
all the pieces. 


Press the pattern. You can use the pattern 
tissue right out of the envelope or trace a 
duplicate copy. Press the pattern pieces flat 
with a dry iron (steam can shrink the tissue). 


Extend the grainlines along the length of 
the pattern piece. Add stitching lines, fol- 
lowing the seam allowance provided in the 
pattern. Make your normal fit adjustments 
now (e.g., lengthen, shorten, move darts, 
etc.). If you make further adjustments later, 
proof and edit the pattern again. 


HEM ALL@QWVANCE 
cm) VALEUR B@’OURLET 
MARGEN DE DOBLADILLO 
continued >>> 
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Walk the seamlines 





Seamlines that are stitched together in 

a one-to-one ratio (that is, without gath- 
ers or easing) must be the same length. 
Here’s how to check that they match so 
that you’re not left with extra fabric on 
one side at the end of a seam. 


SEAMLINES MUST MATCH 

Gather a few tools. You’ ll need a sheet of 
foam-core board large enough to support an 
entire pattern piece, pushpins, and a pencil. 


Pair pattern pieces. Layer two pieces that 


Corresponding seamlines should be the same 
shape. If they're not, as in this photo, redraw 
one to match the other. 


will be sewn together, as if to stitch the 
seam. If one piece attaches to two joined 
sections, pin those sections together first 
and treat them as one unit. 


Work from bottom to top. For vertical 
seams, match the bottom ends of the seam- 
lines perfectly, and anchor them temporarily 
with the pencil point. Shift the uppermost 
pattern piece so that the first few inches 

of its seamline are aligned directly on top 
of the corresponding seamline (1). Holding 
the pattern pieces in place, move the pencil 
point to the top of this segment and anchor 
the pieces again. Repeat until you reach the 
top of the seam, walking shorter segments 
for more sharply curved seamlines (2). 


Mark notches. \f existing notches don’t meet 
when you're walking the seams, correct them. 
Add notches as desired to aid in construction. 


Skip over darts and pleats. When you reach 
the first leg of a dart or pleat, lift the pattern 
and match the seamline to the other leg. 


Check whether the tops of the seams meet 
perfectly. At the top of the seam (3), pin 
the pieces in place, with the last seam seg- 





ment properly aligned. If the upper ends of 


Walking a seamis like test-stitching a seam. Start from the bottom 
shown in step 3 on the facing page. of vertical seams (1) and work upward (2). At the top (3), the red waist 
seamlines don’t meet properly. 


the seamlines don’t meet, redraw them as 


Photos: Scott Phillips. Illustrations: p. 40, Linda Boston; p. 43 and p. 44, Robin L. Mazzola 


Smooth out seam endings 


Once a seam is sewn, the two fabric .* 
sections should work as one for the rest *, * 78 
of the construction of the garment. If -@ ra 

seam ends are uneven or ill-shaped, 45" 

you'll have trouble joining additional - 

pieces at that edge. 


UNEVEN EDGES MUST BE CORRECTED 
Make unequal seamlines even. If, after 
walking a seamline, you discover that one 
seamline is longer than the other, correct 
the difference. To do so, lay both pattern 





pieces right sides up, abutting the vertical 


seamlines at the upper, mismatched end. eee ae 

The seam corners will form a “step” from shen beanie 

one pattern piece to the other (at far right, ff 
the red line on the underlapped pattern tis- j ih 


sue). Using a curved ruler as a guide, blend 
the horizontal, intersecting seamlines, as 
though drawing a curved ramp over the 
step (dotted purple line). You might have to 
shorten one seam, lengthen the other, or 
split the difference, as shown at right. 


Refine the shape of seam ends. If the 
seam doesn’t intersect a perpendicular 
edge at an exact right angle, that edge will 
have either an obtuse point or a shallow, 
V-shaped indentation (shown at right) at 
the point of intersection. To correct this, lay 
the pattern pieces right sides up and abut 
the joining seamlines. Reshape them on 
both sides of the joining seamline, using the 
curved ruler as a guide. Treat center-front 
and back foldlines as seams, and check 
them as well. 


Transfer seam adjustments. After drawing 
the new seamline or edge on the upper- 
most layer of pattern tissue, prick along the 
length of the line with a pushpin to transfer 
its contour to the pattern piece that’s under- 
lapped. Remove the top layer of pattern 
tissue, and trace over the pricked line with a 
pen on the underlayer. 


continued >>> 
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Check facings and collars 








If facings and collars 
don’t fit the garment 
exactly, no amount 
of fussing will 

get them tolie 

flat, roll properly, 

or maintain the 
shape of the edge 
where they are 
attached. 





NECK FINISHES MUST FIT 


Make sure a facing matches its corre- 
sponding garment section. Lay the facing 





The neck facing’s seamline must duplicate the 


part enn on) EOD On tne lp aline nu patti tc garment's neckline in both length and shape. 


check whether they are identical along the 
seam of attachment. Redraw the facing if 
necessary. (Some facings, such as lapels, are 
drafted slightly large to account for rolling 
or turn-of-cloth.) 


Locate match points for collars. Beginning 
at center back, walk the collar seamline 
toward the shoulder seam, and mark a notch 
on the collar at that point. Walk the collar 
on the bodice-front pattern, starting with 
the collar notch at the shoulder seam and 
proceed toward center front. Mark the collar 
termination point with a notch onthe 
bodice neckline. 


Compare upper and under collars. \f sepa- 
rate pattern pieces are provided for upper 
and under collars, the under collar should be 
smaller than the upper collar. This ensures 
that the collar’s outer seamline rolls slightly 
to the underside. 
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Evaluate and adjust ease 





When you're walking seamlines, 
mismatched seam ends can represent 

a drafting error or they can signal 
built-in ease. Look for ease in waistlines, 
sleeve caps, two-piece sleeve seams, 
princess lines, the back shoulder, and 
inseams of pants. 


BUILT-IN EASE ADDS SHAPE 

Lengthen or shorten the waistline. A 
garment’s waistline should be % inch to 

1 inch larger than the waistband. Start with 
the desired waistband length, and adjust the 
garment waistline at the darts or side seams 
so that it is 1inch longer. You can make minor 
adjustments during the construction process. 


Measure sleeve-cap seamlines. They 
should be no more than 1% inches longer 
than the armscye seam (unless your fabric 
is extremely easable). 


Assess ease on two-piece sleeves. Two-piece 
sleeves often contain ease in both seams. To 
determine the ease, place notches 4 inches 
above the hemline and below the armscye 
seamline on both pieces. Walk the seamlines 
between these notches, looking for these 
differences: 

Outer seam: The upper-sleeve seamline 
should be % to % inch longer, with the extra 
length eased to the under sleeve. 

Inner seam: The under-sleeve seamline 
should be % to “% inch longer and the upper 
sleeve stretched to fit. 


Examine the curves on princess seams. 
Some princess seams have built-in ease; 
others have none. To determine how much 
ease your pattern has, mark notches on the 
side-panel seamlines, 2 to 3 inches above 
and below the bust point. Mark correspond- 
ing notches on the center panel. Walk the 
seamlines between the notches to find out 
how much ease, if any, is included in the 
side-panel seamline. 





Measure the seamline of the sleeve cap and compare it with 
that of the armscye. Too much ease in the sleeve can result 
in a puckered armscye seam. 





Two seams fit better than one. On a two-piece sleeve, the 
ease in both outer and inner seams provides excellent fit 
and shaping through the elbow. 





It’s hard to tell at aglance whether princess seams contain 
ease. To find out, mark notches (shown in red) above and 
belowthe bust point. Then walk the seamlines between 
the notches. 
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Linings: 
The Inside Scoop 


Crack the code on these slippery fabrics 
and put ‘em to work for you 


BY SANDI BOLTON 


ining is an essential part of a well- 

made garment, but it strikes fear into 

the hearts of most sewers. This is 
mostly because the options are masked 
in mysterious brand names, and when 
stacked up along a fabric-store wall, they 
all pretty much look the same. Shadow 
me as I crack the case on fiber content 
and examine the different weights of 
woven lining fabrics on the market. I also 
let you in on the secrets of frustration- 
free construction with a handy list of 
cutting, sewing, and pressing guidelines. 
Just consider me your friendly lining 
detective, minus a suitcase of disguises 
and a nondescript car. L& 





Sandi Bolton is a custom clothier in 
Le Mars, Iowa, and former owner of a 
full-service fabric store. 


Fabric bolts provided by 
Metro Textile Corporation 





























Reasons 
for a Lining 


1 Eliminates excessive wear and tear on a garment 


Uncovering fiber content 


2 Allows a garment to move smoothly on the body 


d loth 
Retailers often label lining fabrics with store-specific brands. Sometimes ao 


these labels are misleading. Ignore the brand name and focus on the 
fiber content—it tells you how the fabric will behave, wear, and sew. 


3 Provides a silky barrier between your skin 
and scratchy fabrics 


4 Hides messy inner workings, like seam 
allowances and interfacing 


31 k breathes wonderfu L SS 5 Adds warmth or keeps skin cool, 
This natural fiber is woven into many £ ~ 2 2 is q depending on fiber and weight 
different fabrics. | a ¢ . 


PROS: Luxurious, antistatic, wrinkle- and 
stain-resistant. Breathes wonderfully and 
adjusts to body temperature (provides 
warmth on cool days and is cool on hot days). 
Easy to sew and press. 


CONS: Generally the most expensive of linings. 
Breaks downover time, especially when ELSE Ee, a 


H . ey 8 a. fe ee te. , i?’ 
exposed to moisture and sunlight. Can also : i? repre ds 


PRDRI RISA SSS Ss NE 


. 7 (tin Ly i | Leak I 
water-spot. Taffeta rustles with movement. bse. tie : LES rs 


i heed J, Liss es 


BEST FOR: Allsorts of quality garments. China She pi ereers 


silk, or habotai, is plain-weave and very lightweight fered reer 
(not to be confused with polyester “China silk”). ‘ Ue, bie ve ig 


Charmeuse is lightweight but has a satin finish. Silk 





SOURCES 


broadcloth and jacquards are thicker but still drape 
AtlantaThread.com 


nicely. Taffeta is crisp and stiff. 
CARE: Hand-wash. Air-dry. Or dry-clean. 


i BN 
i 


a BaerFabrics.com 


ww 
a) Banaschs.com 
“S) BanksvilleDesigner 


fr e 
f _ Fabrics.com 


Acetate is quite affordable 


This man-made fiber is widely used in many C]Textile.com 


ready-to-wear garments. 


, om CyRudnicksFabrics.com 
PROS: Least expensive of all lining fabrics. 


Breathes moderately and provides good cover- LacyLovelies.com 
age. Wrinkle-, static-, and pill-resistant. Tight 


weaves of coat-weight versions add warmth. Metro Textile Corp. 
(212-290-0418) 
CONS: Frays and rips easily and can be marred 


by pinholes. Least durable of linings: Perspira- SeattleFabrics.com 


tion and abrasion cause it to disintegrate. 


ThaiSilks. 
BEST FOR: Coats; dry-clean-only garments. aiSilks.com 


CARE: Dry-clean only. 


continued >» > 


JUNE/JULY 2006 4] 








Fiber content (continues 





Cotton is soft and comfortable /; \ 


Broadcloth, muslin, batiste, and flannel all make a comfy lining. 

PROS: Soft, comfortable, and breathes well. Great for those with 

sensitive skin or special medical needs. Easy care. \ 
CONS: Doesn't dry quickly if wet. Wrinkles easily. Can shrink and pill. aS 
Doesn't slide well over other garments. 

BEST FOR: Casual garments. 


CARE: Machine-wash warm or cold. Tumble-dry. Wash and dry a few 
times before using to preshrink and remove sizing. 


Bemberg rayon is durable 


This man-made fiber—also sold as “Ambiance”—is derived from cel- 
lulose (wood pulp) so it behaves like a natural fiber. “Bemberg” refers 
to the manufacturing process. Copper ammonia is used to dissolve 
the cellulose. The result is stronger and finer than other rayons. 
PROS: More durable and long-lasting but feels and acts like silk: 
smooth, strong, breathable, antistatic. Very comfortable. Provides 
i great coverage. Easy care. 
CONS: Shrinks considerably (about 10 percent), so preshrink before 
using. Fairly expensive and only available in finer fabric stores. 
BEST FOR: All natural and man-made fabrics. Especially great for 
| pants as it prevents wrinkles behind the knees and in the lap. 
| CARE: Machine-wash cold. Tumble-dry low. Remove from the dryer 
slightly damp, and press out any wrinkles. 


Polyester is wrinkle-resistant 


This fiber is made from petroleum by-products and is sold 
under many different brand names. 

PROS: Widely available and inexpensive. Easy care and wrinkle- 
free. Durable if the fabric has a dense weave. “Hang-Loose” 
versions are antistatic due to a special hollow-core yarn.  — 
CONS: Hot and sticky to wear. Pills easily. Can pucker when 4 
sewn and doesn’t hold a sharp crease. Hard to remove oil- 
based stains, such as lotion and lipstick. Store brands tend to 
be thin and of poor quality, so seam allowances show through. 


BEST FOR: Jackets, dresses, pants, and skirts created from man- 
made fabrics. 





CARE: Machine-wash delicate. Tumble-dry low. 
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Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup, Sylvia Pichler. Studio photos: Scott Phillips 


Lowdown on lining weights 


To determine the best lining weight for your garment, first consider how much struc- 
ture and warmth you want. Then layer the lining and fashion fabrics, and drape them 
over your hand to test compatibility. 


LIGHTWEIGHT 
China silk is the lightest of the lightweight 
linings and is perfect for delicate blouses, 





jackets, dresses, and soft skirts and pants. 
Silk charmeuse is another lightweight choice 
that provides a little more structure. 






_____ MEDIUM WEIGHT 

Midweight linings are the most versatile for 
jackets, skirts, and pants. They include most 
polyester linings as well as silk taffeta, jac- 
quard, and broadcloth. Bemberg rayons are 
available in many weights but commonly 
fall under this category. 


COAT-WEIGHT 
Silk satin, polyester satin, acetate twills, 
and acetate satins have a dense weave, 
which makes them heavy, durable, and 
warm—perfect choices for outerwear. 
AtlantaThread.com also offers a water- 
repellent acetate overcoat lining for 


trenches and rainwear. 


HEAVYWEIGHT 
Quilted lining is durable but bulky. It is the 
warmest offering for coats because it traps 


air in the batting. Most are acetate or poly- 
ester and require dry cleaning. 


Flannel-backed lining (also called fleece- 
backed lining) is the stiffest option but has 
a silky side to slip over clothes. it provides 
about the same warmth as a quilted lining 





but without bulk. It’s also acetate and 
requires dry cleaning. 


SEWING SECRETS 


Prevent puckered seams, 


slipping, and skipped stitches: 


CUT CORRECTLY 

= Cut in a double layer. 

m Lay out on a gridded mat to 
keep on grain. 

= Sandwich lining between 
tissue paper to stabilize. 

m Use pattern weights 

(pins lift the fabric and 

make holes). 

= Use a rotary cutter so that 


the fabric stays perfectly flat. 


STITCH SMOOTHLY 

= Select a fine, smooth thread 
like Gutermann polyester. 

m Use a 70/10 universal 

needle for lightweight linings; 
otherwise, use 80/12 or 90/14. 
= Pin frequently to secure. 

= Hand-baste if necessary. 

= Feed the fabric evenly with 


a walking foot. 


PRESS PERFECTLY 
mw Use low heat. 


= Turn off the steam to 


prevent water spots. 
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Inspire a New 


50 


THREADS 


Sewer Today! 


As the renewed interest in sewing 


grows, help teach the next 
generation of advanced sewers 


t Threads, we consider this magazine to be 

“reader-written” ... by you. You—the discerning 

sewers who read this magazine—also contribute to 
it, shape it, define it. You're a dedicated audience: Many of 
you are devoted readers from the very first issue, and your 
seemingly limitless well of knowledge, skill, and talent is 
what has driven this magazine since its beginning. 

Imagine our excitement as we ve observed a new interest 
in sewing sprouting up across the country. In leading the 
charge to develop future couture sewers, it occurred to us: 
Why not ask, you, our valued and loyal readers, to help us 
mentor a new generation of couture-quality sewers? 

The attached “Teach Yourself to Sew” foldout has what 
we consider to be the most essential information about 
sewing—the tips and pointers that a “newbie” wouldn't 
know to ask. Plus, we have compiled even more informa- 
tion, resources, and videos online (see below). Please share 


this foldout, and inspire someone to sew today. 


VISIT THREADSMAGAZINE.COM/ SEWING 


When you see @ , you’ll find more information 
at ThreadsMagazine.com/Sewing. You'll also 
be able to view online video demonstrations 
and a video trip to a fabric store. 





p—_ 





A GIFT OF 
THANKS 


If you’d rather keep the 
magazine foldout for 
yourself but also want 
to pass one along 

to a beginner, visit 
ThreadsMagazine.com/ 
Sewing. When you 







register for our new 
online newsletter, 
we'll also send you an 
electronic version of 


“Teach Yourself to Sew.” 


Discover the Best 





This design 

tool helps you 
find your most 
flattering look 





BY NANCY SHRIBER 









want everything I wear to make me 
look thinner and taller. I also want to 


> . 
= ee ee a ——_ 


express my unique style—that’s why 
I sew. But sometimes the garments | 
sew bear no resemblance to what I'd 
imagined. Weve all had a few sewing 
disappointments, but my goal is to do 
everything possible to avoid them. 

Standing in front of a mirror and list- 
ing my assets and flaws isn't the solution. 
I want a different approach, one that’s 
more positive. 

First of all, no one looks like the draw- 
ing on a pattern envelope because fash- 


continued >>> 


Make a croquis 


A croquis is a line drawing of a body used as a template for 
designing. Make one of your own body. 




























Stand in front of a blank wall, almost touching it. Wear your best 
underwear or a leotard. Mark your knees, bust points, and hips with 
small pieces of contrasting tape. Tie a narrow strip of elastic around 
your waist, and wear a short choker necklace. Having these positions 
marked helps you navigate your croquis later. 

Take your photo with the camera at waist level. Include your full 
body—from head to toe. Turn for profile and back views as well. 
Today’s digital cameras make private photographs easy. 


PRINT AND ENLARGE YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 


1 Photographic quality is not 3 Reduce one front-view 
important. Photocopied croquis to about 3 inches tall. 
enlargements are satisfactory. Cut and paste extra copies to 
Print an image about 8 inches make a page of six to eight 
high of each view. mini croquis. These sheets 


are for fast-sketch proportion 
experiments. 


Re 


Trace the outline of your 
body. Use aclean piece of 
paper and the enlarged photo 
as a guide. Indicate the waist, 
bust points, hip, and jewel 
neckline on your tracing. 
Repeat this process for all 
three views. 
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ion illustration distorts proportions. The 
illustrated body is considerably longer. 
To help visualize how a garment style 
will look on you, make a croquis (sidebar, 
facing page). Then photocopy a collec- 
tion of them in a variety of sizes and 
views. It is a marvelous sewing tool. 


Explore your silhouette 

At right, I show how to identify the 
shapes that most flatter your natural 
silhouette using your new croquis. I rec- 
ommend starting with pants or skirts and 
experimenting with the shapes of basic 
styles. For example, try full, flared, dirndl, 
and pleated skirts in a variety of lengths. 


Study combinations 

When you've found several flattering 
shapes, add long, midlength, short, and 
cropped jacket styles in boxy, drapey, or 
fitted versions with a variety of sleeve 
lengths. Study how the combinations 
change some of your original conclu- 
sions. Experiment with various neck- 
lines, too, as they are vital to discovering 
your most flattering silhouette. 

The list of possibilities can go on 
forever. Explore the ones you naturally 
prefer. After you've blocked in a number 
of shapes, pin them up and study them. 


Analyze results 

Your efforts to this point have involved 
creating a tool that is an abstract of your 
shape. Now, mentally remove yourself 
from the picture to analyze it without 
prejudice. Find the combinations that 
mirror the image you desire and focus on 
developing them. 


Add lines to your best shapes 

Lines direct the eye and alter its percep- 
tion of shape. If, for example, you have 
short legs or heavy thighs, vertical stripes 
make them look longer and narrower. 
But stripes aren't the only way to create 
vertical lines: Seams, lapels, closures, 
cuffs, color blocking, and pockets all add 
lines to a garment and create the illusion 
of a transformed shape. 


Discover your most flattering shapes 


Once you have a set of cro- 
quis, use felt-tip markers and 
start blocking in garment 
shapes on your mini versions. 


1 


nd 


Qa 


Compare and examine your 
options. Study one garment 


at a time—for example, a skirt. 


Draw basic shapes of various 
styles to help expand your 
options. Then adda second 


piece, such as a top or a jacket. 


Scrutinize the combined 
shapes. Add a companion 
garment. Study the 
combinations, and note 
how dividing the full body 
influences the proportion. 
Follow classic rules of 
proportion, such as pairing 
short tops with long bottoms 
or long tops with short 
bottoms. Do they hold true 
on your silhouette? 


Read the evidence. Which 
shapes look longer and 
narrower? If you are the rare 
person who wishes to appear 
shorter, look for shorter 
shapes. Look for the most 
flattering shapes, and make 
notes about your preferences 
on the mini croquis. 


Turn the croquis 
over and use 
the wrong side 
of the paper for 
a less-biased 
assessment. 
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If you want to add new seams to a 
garment, draw the desired line on your 
pattern. Then cut along the line and add 
seam allowances to the cut edges. 

Establish horizontal lines by using 
contrasting tops and bottoms, adding an 
embellished hemline, and otherwise us- 
ing trim or patterned fabric horizontally. 


Explore the possibilities 

If a strong horizontal line around your 
midsection makes you look too wide but 
is the perfect length for you vertically, 
break up the line. Make it diagonal or 


Develop an 
appreciation for 
proportion 
that only custom 
sewing can satisfy. 


stepped instead. If a skirt length is most 
flattering to your leg but the wrong pro- 
portion for your body, perhaps pants are 
a better solution. If so, experiment with 
the width and shape of the pant legs. 


Choose the right patterns 
Once you've established the shapes and 
lines that work best on your silhouette, 


look for patterns with the right elements. 


On the facing page, I show you how to 
use a croquis to visualize a pattern. 

This process makes it easy to deter- 
mine if you want to deploy some of the 
other elements you ve developed in your 
croquis studies. Adding or subtracting 
seams, changing the shape or position of 
a hemline, and establishing the perfect 
position for a neckline are basic pattern 
alterations that can greatly increase your 
joy of sewing. LX 


Nancy Shriber designs from her home in 


Springfield, Virginia. 
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Use lines to refine the shape 


Once you’ ve identified the shapes that most flatter your 
proportions, enhance the effect by adding lines. 


el 


Use a fine-tip black marker 
and start drawing. Draw the 
lines directly on the croquis 
or ona tracing paper overlay. 
Make numerous versions 

for study and comparison. 
The lines become the design 
details that complement your 
preferred shapes. 


3 Vertical lines decrease width 
and add height. Use them to 
create an illusion. They come 
in many forms—a pattern 
or weave in the fabric, a trim 
following an edge, the point 
where two or more colors 
meet, or seamlines. 


nd 


Horizontal lines add greater 
width and lessen height. 

The most obvious horizontal 
line is the hemline. Cuffs on 
sleeves and pants, belts, 
pocket design and placement, 
waistlines, shoe straps, and 
jewelry can all form hori- 
zontal lines that flatter or 

fail. Sometimes it’s best if 
horizontal lines are staggered. 


Compare your drawings. 
Determine the styles that 
most flatter your figure. 





Photos: Scott Phillips. Croquis: Judith Neukam 


Try your pattern on your croquis 


Establish key points: From 
your collection of various-size 
croquis, find one that comes 
closest to the shoulder width 
of the pattern envelope or 
catalog illustration. 


1 Trace key landmarks from your 
croquis—shoulders, neckline, 
waistline, hips, knees, elbows, 
wrists, and feet—on tracing 
paper. Lay the tracing over the 
pattern illustration. 


2 Align your waist mark with 
the corresponding waist 
on the pattern illustration. 
Roughly trace just that section 
of the garment. Slide the 
paper, and align the croquis 
shoulder mark to the shoulder 
on the illustration. Trace 
that section. 


Wd 


Continue sliding the paper 
and tracing the garment from 
the illustration. You can even 
add color choices. In less than 
a minute, you can see how this 
pattern will look on your body. 





Ci 


Before you buy a 


out of the catalogs. 


Try before you buy 


pattern, try it on your 
croquis. You can often 
find pattern images 
online at the pattern 
company’s Web site. 
Or you can take your 
croquis to the fabric 
store and work right 













Knowing how to visualize the difference between 
a fashion illustration and your personal silhou- 
ette increases your satisfaction with the 

patterns you choose. 
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Achieve Effortless 


Use a serger’s rolled-hem stitch 


or many of us, the serger is a utilitarian machine used 
primarily to clean up raw edges and rapidly stitch 
seams. But there are lots of ways to sew decoratively 
with a serger. In fact, I use my serger to create finely 
stitched “heirloom” garments. 

Heirloom sewing combines fine fabrics and delicate 
laces; it features tiny seams, dainty pintucks, and the narrowest 
of hems—all stitched by hand. In the past couple of decades, 
sewing-machine techniques have been perfected to mimic the 
hand-sewn look. For an even faster approach to heirloom sew- 


BY PAMELA BUSQUE LEGGETT 





Heirloom Effects 


to add lace, create delicate hems, and make pretty pintucks 


ing, try your serger's rolled-hem stitch (the narrow stitch that things up a bit and use unexpected fabrics, such as light- 
trims and rolls the fabric edge as it goes). The skinny column of — weight knits, rayons, chiffons, and voiles—this enables me to 
stitching this creates is ideal for all of these delicious heirloom create a wider range of looks. Designers have included many 
details. And the serger’s efficient and differential-feed system soft, dainty looks on the runways in recent seasons, and while 
actually handles some fine fabrics better than a regular sewing most of us don’t need a closetful of heirloom blouses, it’s pos- 
machine does. sible to use heirloom details in sportswear, casual wear, and 

business attire. The bottom line is, don't be afraid to experi- 
Focus on lightweight fabrics ment and to make these techniques your own, LX 


The traditional fabrics used in heirloom sewing are fine cotton 
batiste (shown here) and handkerchief linen. I also like to mix Visit Pamela Busque Leggett online at PamelasPatterns.com. 


continued >>> 


Heirloom lace insertion 


4 





Perfect your rolled-hem stitch 


No matter what fabric you’re using, your goal is a supple, smooth, and even stitch. 
Using the settings listed here, serge single- and double-layer test swatches, adjusting 
the settings if necessary. If your fabric is soft, starch it lightly before serging. Make a 
note of the successful settings, and attach it to a swatch of fabric for future reference. 


Stitch type: three-thread rolled-hem stitch 

Stitch length: 2.0 to 2.5 mm; you should be able to see 
a little bit of the fabric edge between the stitches, 
but the stitch column should be flexible and smooth, 
not bumpy 

Needle size: 7o/10 or 75/1 


Smooth hem 





Differential feed: normal; adjust as needed 
Cutting width: wide setting; adjust to a narrower setting | | | | | | , : 
as needed to make the finished hem %“ to % inch wide ee 
Thread: high-quality serger thread (| recommend . | 
YLI or Metrosene) or 60 weight fine machine 
embroidery thread 
Needle thread tension: 2 to 4; loosen tension to prevent 
puckering 
Upper looper tension: 2 to 4;loosen as needed to 
increase the roll of the hem Puckered hem 


Lower looper tension: 7; tighten as needed to increase 
the roll of the hem 


3 


/ 
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RIPPLED OR SMOOTH BIAS EDGES—YOUR CHOICE 


Serging can stretch a bias edge, resulting in a wavy, “lettuce leaf” 


Create ultradelicate edges 





Serging a rolled hem is the fastest way to make a neat, uniform edge. To enhance this rippling for decorative effect, decrease the 


edge and can be used on hems, necklines, armholes, and ruffles. 
It’s easiest on the straight grain but can also be done on the 
crossgrain or bias. 


differential feed and gently tug on the hem after serging. To elim- 
inate the waves, increase the differential feed. This compresses 
the fabric and maintains its original shape. 





ADD SUBSTANCE TO FLIMSY EDGES 

Single layers of sheer fabrics and knits don’t provide muchofa 
foundation for the serger stitch to grab. For professional results, 
press up a small hem allowance, then serge the edge with the fold 
running next to the cutting blade. When the serging is complete, 
trim off the excess hem allowance close to the stitching (I recom- Lo“ 


mend appliqué scissors for this step). 
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Master narrow, even pintucks 


Conventionally sewn pintucks are a test of your stitching accuracy. 
The rolled-hem stitch guarantees even, equal-size tucks because 
the stitch width determines the tuck width. 


Mark the pintuck-placement lines on the 
fabric, atleast % inch apart. Keep the lines on 
the straight grain of the fabric as much as 
possible. 


Fold the fabric along the lines, wrong sides 
together, and press. 


Serge along each pressed fold, guiding the fold 
next to, but not touching, the serger blade. 
Always serge a series of pintucks in the same 
direction as there is a definite right and wrong 
side to the pintuck. 


Press the pintucks gently to one side without 





crushing them. If the tucks end in the middle of | 
the fabric, leave a thread tail and weave it back 
into the tuck on the wrong side with a needle. 


Guide the fabric carefully as you serge. Fold the Pintuck detail 
fabric section with completed pintucks under, 

and watch the edge you're serging to avoid 

shaving off fabric with the serger knife as 

you stitch. 


wh 





serge along 
the fold 
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a supple seam. 


Substitute a rolled hem fora 

French seam. Simply stitch 

the two layers, right sides 

together, using a rolled-hem 

stitch. Let the serger trim off | 
the seam allowances, and keep | 
the stitch length moderate for | 


Add dainty lace trims 


Serging lace trims offers a strong, clean-finished attachment seam with 
no fuss. You can position lace either along an edge or within the body of 
a garment. 


CHOOSE AND PREPARE THE LACE 

Lace edging has one straight edge (called a heading) and one scalloped edge. It’s 
used as an edge finish, with the heading sewn to the garment. Lace insertion 
has straight edges on both sides and is inserted between two pieces of fabric, as 
shown at left. Opt for high-quality lace, preferably 100 percent cotton. Starch it 
lightly before serging. 


SERGE CAREFULLY TO ATTACH LACE 

Lay the lace on top of the fabric, right sides together with the heading edge of 
the lace parallel to and about % inch to the left of the fabric’s raw edge. Lower 
the needle just inside the heading of the lace, and begin to serge. To guide the 


fabric, keep your eye on the needle as it stitches through the heading of the lace. 





Include a small seam allowance on the fabric. 
. Let this margin of fabric extend % inch beyond 
the edge of the lace. As you serge the layers 
together, some of the fabric is rolled into the 
seam, and the rest is trimmed off. Here, one 
edge of alace insertion has already been 
attached. The second edge is being stitched 
and trimmed. 


Mode! photos: Jack Deutsch: hair and makeup, Sylvia Pichler. Studio photos: Scott Phillips. Styling: Allison Berlin. Bangles (pp. 56-57) and earrings (p. 59), Julie Sandlau 


Enjoy using delicate fabrics 


TIPS FOR EASY 


HEIRLOOM Sheer and translucent fabrics enhance even the smallest heirloom details. 


SERGING DEFINE THE GARMENT’S STRUCTURE WITH STITCHED DETAILS 


Every seam provides a visible style line. Be sure to test your stitching and exam- 


ine the effects of serged details on single and multiple fabric layers. When work- 


Embellish your fabric 
yardage first, instead beforacenaing: 
of adapting patterns 

for lace insertions or 

pintucks. Then cut out 


the pattern. 


Showcase pintucks 

by using them in place 
of vertical darts. Three 
or four pintucks can 
replace one dart. Serge 
the tucks on the right or 
wrong side of the fabric, 
depending on the look 


you want. 


For a pretty “shadow” 
effect, use thread that 
matches your fabric 

in the serger’s needle 
and lower looper. In 

the upper looper, use 
thread in a slightly 


different color. 


Make ruffles quickly: 

Roll-hem both edges of 

fabric strips. Sew a line 

of gathering stitches so 
down the center of the 

strip. Pull the thread to 

form a dainty, double- 

edged frill. 


Even the sheerest of fabrics are easy to 
handle on a serger. (Shirt: Wong-Singh- 
Jones Sari Tuxedo Shirt, HotPatterns.com) 


ing with fabrics that have minimal body, you might have to starch the yardage 
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BY CAROL FRESIA 


# hat do you picture when you think of ruffles? When 
|} Threads posed this question to the members of the 
ee ! Professional Association of Custom Clothiers (PACC, 
PACCProfessionals 
org) via our annual 


design challenge, we We challen ged desi pners 
received an impressive . 

and surprising variety to U Sse 1 OO [ Nn C he S 

of responses. We chal- of rutt eS 


lenged PACC designers 





to create an ensemble 

that incorporated at least 100 inches of ruffles or flounces (mea- 
sured at the line of attachment). We also asked that the outfit 
be distinctive, innovative, and wearable by an adult. 

The results proved that ruffles are definitely not reserved for 
little girls. In fact, the Threads editors enjoyed seeing the many 
ways ruffles were used in sophisticated and elegant garments. 
As in years past, much debate ensued as we judged the finalist 
garments, but we finally narrowed the field down to the four 
winning entries shown here. 

All the finalist garments appeared on the runway at the 
annual PACC style show, emceed by Wendy Pepper from 
Project Runway. After the show, the viewers voted for the Audi- 
ence Choice winner. At the conclusion of the evening, Threads 
associate editor Judith Neukam announced the winners, and all 
gathered to give the winners a resounding round of applause. 


Carol Fresia is an associate editor at Threads. 
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Most Successful Garment Overall 
and Audience Choice Winner 














PATRICIA ROBISON, BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON 

Patricia’s iridescent silk taffeta and organza ball gown not only was a show- 
stopper on the runway but also bore up to close scrutiny by the Threads 
judges. Visually reminiscent of a gown that appeared in Oscar de la Renta’s 
Fall 2005 collection, this dress features yards and yards of ruffles com- 
pletely covering three sheer skirt overlay panels. An underskirt of taffeta, 
embellished with larger ruffles, supports the gown’s bouffant silhouette. 
The audience at the PACC conference couldn't resist this effervescent, — 
red-carpet-worthy dress—and neither could the Threads staff. a ‘ j 


— | 
ae 
ial) 
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Two hundred forty yards of 6-inch-wide bias-cut 
organza strips form the ruffles that spiral around the 
ball gown’s skirt panels. A nffled flower on the bodice 
echoes the embellishment of the skirt. 


2005 Threads Ruffled Garment Challenge (continued) 


Most Understated 
Use of Ruffles 


BARBIE McCORMICK, NAMPA, IDAHO 


When this glamorous sage green silk dress 
and wrap ensemble arrived in the office for 
judging, the Threads staff had to discuss the 
definition of “ruffle.” We determined that 
ruching (gathered strips of fabric attached 
along both edges) is, indeed, a ruffle. With 
that decided, we all agreed that Barbie’s use 
of ruching on this dress is a terrific design 
detail that adds depth and interest to the 
nearly neutral fabric. At the back hem, con- 
ventional ruffles in densely packed rows 
burst out exuberantly, like the leaves of 

an ornamental plant. 


The many gathers on this dress are contained 
by expertly positioned piping, which also 
sculpts the fitted bodice. The sedate ruching on 
the upper dress gives way to a thickly nffled 
panel at the back hem. 


continued >>> 
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THE SEQUEL 


«Don’t miss the 





CREATIVE EXPERIENCE ‘This is one SEQUEL 
this time around!” thars BETTER than 
Bob Bincase the original!” 

|. M. A. Sewer 


“The PRICES are 


award winning!” 


6A definite may 
Thrif T. Stitcher 


TWO THIMBLES up!” 


Hap E. Quilter 


The reviews speak for themselves. The Pfaff Creative Experience is back on the road 
with new samples, new machines and great deals! Don’t miss it this time! Check our 


web site at. p 4 50. com for the Creative Experience location and date nearest you! 
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Most Unexpected 
Use of Ruffles 
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Tricia’s classic, tailored coat gets a twist from the bold 
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where you would expect to find a sensible black bind- 
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ing, she smuggled in a ruffle: A gathered stripof black 
organza defines the edges of the coat. We enjoyed how 


Stes 


this unanticipated, playful detail reinterprets the tradi- 


tional power coat. 
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Lowest prices. Same day shipping. 

The finest quality silks & cottons. 

100,000 square yards of inventory. 

(800) 442.0455 or www.silkconnection.com 
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custom fit... 
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www.wildginger.com 
(888) 929-9453 


Be Wild Ginger Software, Inc. 


Sew. More. Now 
READER SERVICE NO. 127 





x - COLORHUE =, 
instant set fabric dye Xt \\ 





}o/// SILK RIBBON & BIAS | 1 
i \\{ for dyeing and embellishing I 
Me of) 

Wy \ 


ihe 


TIRE silk thread hh 


(5 weights) AA | 


Things Japanese + www. slhehingscc com 
thesilkexperience@silkthings.com 
425-821-2287 
READER SERVICE NO. 119 







Pia 


- IWC “ORPOR ATED 


Professionally Sharp Scissors at Home! 


Scissor 


Diamond Hone Sharpener 


“Every home should have one!” 
Sandra Betzina 
Power Sewing 
author and syndicated columnist 





Fre Ofelia se 


Embroidery Scissors 


¢ Generous hoop 
clearance 


e Also available with 
blunt tips 


: 
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* Easy "Squeeze Action" — 
. Ideal for arthritic hands 
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Finest Construction 
















CHERYL POLLOCK, BALLSTON LAKE, NEW YORK 
From its generous silhouette to its perfect cartridge 
pleats, Cheryl’s antebellum-era ensemble simply wowed 
us. Beautifully sewn, down to the smallest detail, the 
outfit seemed worthy of being in a museum. Inspired by 
the embroidered red fabric, Cheryl used its scalloped bor- 
ders decoratively to outline and embellish the many tiers 
and edges on the dress and jacket. The Threads editors 
had a wonderful time examining up close the craftsman- 
ship of this dress. We knew, too, that it would make a 
grand statement at the PACC style show. 


Sloan Howard, except p. 68 (top right), Judith Neukarmn 


Photos 
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BUTTONS ‘N' BOLTS 
Tucson, Arizona ae 
(520) 795-1533. 
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F&Ss FABRICS 
Los Angeles, California 
(310) 475-1637, | 
we COM... 
*. @T' , theclothmerchants @ swbell.net 
Qu J 


Lom MERCHANTS 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 


JANE’S FABRi 3 
LaJolla (San Diego area), © 
(858) 459-5828 
janesfab @earthlink.net — 


NDA’'S SEWING CENTER 
Corvallis, Oregon 
-\, (541) 757-1317 

; \" i Seoeee wg? proaxis.com 
STONEMOUNTAIN anc , 
DAUGHTER FABRIC 
Berkeley (San Franci 
(866) 4SEW-FU ! ; 
www.stonemountainfa “tert ) 


27 HSTREET FABRICS 
Eugene, Oregon 
(541) 345-7221 
.2/streetfabrics.com 


NE’S DRY GOODS 
Portland, Oregon 

(503) 224-4202 
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FABRIC GAL 
Williamston (Lansi - 
(517) 655-4573 
www.fabricgallery.nél 
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GINNY’S FINE FABRICS i) || THE FABRIC PLACE 
and SUPPORT GRO We ii | _ Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Rochester, Minnesota * al tal (412) 341-8868 
} | 
| 


(507) 285-9134 1] Hil fax (412) 341-8650 
www.ginnysfinefabrics.com H | 
"HE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 


TREADLE YARD GOODS ; ldurst (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 


St. Paul, Minnesota Priiiha (817) 514-6061 

(651) 698-9690 ‘aare | ' | www.sewitup.com 
| | wi ol i 

KAPLAN’S FABRICS | | Taiko | ‘ _ FASHION AFFAIR 

Kansas City, Missouri _ Peeler, hit Salt Lake City, Utah 

(816) 531-4818 / i. | i a (80 1) 486-7600 


www. kaplansfinefab ere tashionaffair@ msn.com 
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WAECHTER’S SILK SHO 
Asheville, North Carolina [ 






AN DESIGNER FABRICS 
(Washington D.C. area), Virginia 


(828) 252-2131 | (703) 556-9292 

www.waechters.com .currandesignersfabrics.com 
} 

MULBERRYSILKS |§ | \ NANCY’S SEWING BASKET 

and FINE FABRICS ~——— | Seattle, Washington 

Carrboro, North Carolina sy \ (800) 443-2964 


(Chapel Hill area), (919) Te 1 _ www.nancyssewingbasket.com 


BANASCH’S FABRICS | ESTEE’S FABRICS 
Cincinnati, Ohio | Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(513) 731-5757 | (780) 436-7533 


/ www.estees-fabrics.com 


We celebr te your creativity 
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READERS’ QUESTIONS— 
EXPERTS’ ANSWERS 


C) I'm altering a wedding 

dress. It consists of two 
‘==a5 

layers—a silk organza outer 





layer and a matte satin inner 
layer. The dress is a princess style 
with buttons down the back. 
Can you give mea strategy for 
bustling the back? 

—Pat Houghton, via email 


Ruth Ciemnoczolowski, 
a bridal expert, replies: 
Bustling is the process of 
fi moving the train off the floor 
ae and holding it attractively 
to the back of the skirt. Wed- 


eae — = 


/ 
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Bustling a double-layer dress 


ding dresses are bustled to 
allow the bride to safely move 
and dance. The double-layer 
skirt you describe requires 
two bustles. 

Replace the thread chains 
that hold the two layers 
together. Use new snap-on 
thread chains you make by 
sewing a clear snap to the end 
of each chain and its mate 
inside the skirt. 

Hold the organza layer out 
of the way, and fold the satin 
underskirt up inside the gown 
like a deep hem that’s even 


Sg ** 


with the floor. Sew penny- 
size snaps to hold it there. 
Position the snaps at center 
back (CB), side back, and 
side seams. 

Reposition the organza 
layer over the skirt. Use an 
awl to make a hole below the 
buttons/zipper through all 
layers of the CB seam. From 
the inside, insert a #3 hook 
through the hole, keep the 
eyelets inside the skirt, and 
sew the hook to the dress. 
Use buttonhole twist to sew 
a loop on the organza skirt 
that attaches to the hook and 
holds the skirt off the floor. 

Determine the loop place- 
ment by lifting the overskirt 
at the CB seam until the 
longest section of the train 
clears the floor at the CB. 
You may need three hook- 
and-loops for the train. If so, 
the one at the CB is highest; 
the other two are set in the 
side-back seams—about 
midthigh level. 

Once you've attached all 
the loops, hooks, and snaps to 
establish the bustle, unhook 
everything, return the dress 
to its full train position, and 
snap the two skirt layers back 
together. The dress is now 
ready for the trip down the 
aisle and the party afterward. 


Serger thread for thread painting 


What is the weight of 
= serger thread? | can’t 

find anything about weight on 
the cone, but | know it’s finer 
than regular thread. Will serger 
thread work in the bobbin for 
thread painting? 

—Joanne Spencer, via email 


Bob Purcell, of Supe- 

rior Threads, responds: 
Traditionally, serger thread 
is the cheapest type of thread 
(both in quality and price) 
because sergers use a lot of 
thread in multiple strands 
and the thread is often not 
visible. Discount stores offer 
large cones of serger thread 
for $2.99. It is usually a loosely 
wound polyester imported 
from China. 

There are different quali- 
ties and types of serger 
thread—some lightweight 
and some heavier. In the 
garment industry, the weight 
used is determined in part by 
whether it is needle thread or 
looper thread. A good serger 
needle thread is usually 
50 weight polyester. A thread 
with a good twist is strong 
and virtually lint-free. 

Regarding using serger 
thread for thread painting: 
Don't use the budget thread. 
There are many types of 
decorative serger threads 
intended for the loopers—for 
example, Halo and Razzle 
Dazzle (SoftExpressions 
.com)—that make beautiful 
thread-painting threads. 


Safety pin history lesson 


O Settle a bet: What is the 
=_ origin of the safety pin? 


—Donna Lewis, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Jennifer Sauer, Threads 

associate editor, replies: 
Inspired by a $15 debt, Walter 
Hunt, a mechanic from New 
York, grabbed a piece of brass 
wire and fashioned a pin that 
was coiled at one end and 
shielded at the other. Hunt 


thought little of his invention, 
sold the patent for $400, paid 
his friend the money owed, 
and had $385 of “pin money” 
(pun definitely intended) left 
over. Hunt also built Amer- 
ica’s first sewing machine 
but never patented it because 
he believed it would cause 
unemployment. The machine 
was patented by Elias Howe 
in 1846, and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 


Preshrink interfacing 


O I've always thought that 
= preshrinking interfacing 
is essential—otherwise you risk 
distortion to the pattern piece 

when the interfacing shrinks 
during application. Is this true? 


—Sue Mitchell, via email 


Ann Steeves, who wrote 

a piece on how to apply 
fusible interfacing (Threads 
no. 123), responds: You are 
right. Preshrinking is a critical 
step prior to using or apply- 
ing interfacing. Here are three 
ways I preshrink interfacing. 


One way is London shrink- 
ing: Immerse the interfac- 
ing in hot, but not scalding, 
water, and leave it in the 
water to cool. Then wrap the 
interfacing in a large towel, 
blot out the moisture, and 
hang the interfacing to dry. 

But the steaming method is 
my favorite: Hang the inter- 
facing on a coat hanger, and 
steam it thoroughly with a 
commercial or travel steamer. 
Or just hang your interfacing 
on a hook in the bathroom 
while running the shower. 
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have a 


Send it to us and we'll find 
an expert’s answer. 

Threads O&A 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsO&A@Taunton.com 


questi mn? 


Collar band trick 


2a a method | can 

= _use to make the collar 
band look better? When | turn 
the band there’s too much 
fabric in the center front. Even 
after trimming and layering 
the seam allowance the front 
edge looks messy and the sides 
don’t match. 


—Beverly Sunderlin, via email 


David Page Coffin, author 
of Shirtmaking (1990, 
The Taunton Press), replies: 
In short, I put the band (also 


ping exactly at the outer 
placket edges. 


Step 2. Roll the front placket 
into a tight twist away from 
the band end to keep it out of 
the sewing in the next step. 


Step 3. Stitch the front edge 
of the band starting at the 


known as a stand”) on the 
neckline before attaching the 
collar, leaving an opening in 
the edge for the collar. This 
allows me to trim the seam 
allowances closely at the cen- 
ter front. Here’s how: 


Step 1. Trimthe band and 
shirt-neckline seam allow- 
ances to %4 inch. Pin the 
band layers to each side of 
the neckline seam, and 
machine-sew along the 
seamline, starting and stop- 


How to position buttons 


O The button placement 
= guides printed on patterns 
just don’t work for me. Is there 
a formula | can use to position 
them properly? 
—Betty Sebern, 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


Mary Ray, Threads con- 

tributing editor, advises: 
You have to consider two 
directions when placing but- 
tons: vertical and horizontal. 
There’s also a critical button 
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that directs the placement of 
the rest. 

For the vertical position on 
a blouse, I place the critical 
button at the bust level to pre- 
vent gapping. On a notched 
collar, the critical button is 
just below the roll line where 
the lapel starts to fold over. 

For the horizontal posi- 
tion, place buttonholes to 
straddle the center-front (CF) 
line—half on each side—and 
sew the button on the CF line. 


bulk-free stand, making it easy 
to add a buttonhole and but- 
ton later. Then add your collar. 





Even though I break this rule 
all the time, it’s important to 


follow the button size recom- 
mended on a pattern. The 
designer made the distance 
from CF to the garment edge 
to accommodate the recom- 
mended button diameter. If 
you substitute a different-size 
button, consider reducing 

or enlarging the amount of 
the extension. (I don’t think 
a variance of % inch or so 
makes much difference.) 


last stitch from the previous 
sewing and stopping at the 
collar placement dot as shown. 
Before turning the band to 

the right side, trim the seam 
allowances to within % inch of 
the stitching. This ensures a 


Sloper supplier 


Where can | purchase a 
= sloper? 
—Bertha Angelo-Lambert, 
via email 


Judith Neukam, Threads 

associate editor, reports: 
A sloper is the exact pattern 
of your body. It is unique to 
the individual and, therefore, 
usually an item you have to 
make. However, check out 
“Y our Personal Fit-Measuring 
System” at YourPersonalFit 
.com for an online resource. 
Send them your prescribed 
measurements. They mail you 
a fitting shell printed out to 
use as a Sloper with directions 
to fine-tune your fit. 
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FASSETT'S 
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K AFFE FASSET T 





$24.95 





Swayback fitting 


O lam making a dress 

= without a waistline seam. 
it has a series of double darts in 
the front and in the back. How 
can | adjust it to fit a sway- 
backed figure? 


—Ruby Gertz, via email 


Tailor, designer, and 
author Paddye Mann 
replies: Here are three sugges- 
tions for this alteration; use 
whatever fits your situation: 


From Kaffe Fassett 


1. If the side seam doesn't 
hang straight, extend the 
back side seam at the hip. 

2. Remove fabric from the 
side seam at the front hip, 
unless the dress is pulling 
across the front at that 
location. 

3. Custom-fit the darts after 
the dress is made. Deepen 
them at the waist, and shorten 
them, if needed, to fit into the 
curve above the buttocks. 





Passionate 
Patchwork 


Over 20 Original Quilt Designs 
Kaffe Fassett 


Quilting patterns by 
renowned designer 
Kaffe Fassett — all 
innovative and 
artfully arranged, 
with a wealth of $17.95 
variations. 


Internationally recognized knitwear designer 
Kaffe Fassett has selected some of his most 
exquisite knitwear patterns for this collection. 

Here is a visual feast for anyone who loves 
beautiful knitting. 

¢ 350 color photos. 

e Close-up color swatches 

and schematics. 


e |llustrations of each of the 
190+ patterns. 


Hardcover, Product #070746, $34.95 


Fast Fit 
Easy Pattern Alterations for Every Figure 
Sandra Betzina 


Sandra Betzina's tried 
and true (and easy to do) 
techniques for creating 
clothes that fit your 
unique shape. 


bt The Taunton Press 
= In gram bie beg | eg? 


FAST FIT 


SANDRA BETTINA 





Product #070733 


To order call 800-888-8286 or visit www.taunton.com 
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READER SERVICE NO. 30 


| Computer fun.. 


Garment Designer 
or pattern design 
* easy tO use 
» click/drag pattern lines 
» men/women/children 


Stitch Painter 
» for gridded crafts 


‘Windows «Macintosh starting at $85.00 


Cochenille Design Studio 

P.O. Box 234276 - T. 

Encinitas, CA-92023-4276 

(858) 259-1698 www.cochenille.com 
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MASTER CLASS BY SUSAN KHALJE 





Eliminate separate 
facings for 
elegant edges 








A lining technique goes couture 


enerally speaking, independently applied 

facings are seldom used in couture garments. 

While machine-sewn facings are a fast and 
easy finish for ready-to-wear clothing, couture gar- 
ments use another approach. 

The cumbersome facing, along with its seam 
allowances and rows of machine stitching and 
understitching, is eliminated. The seam allowances 
are then cut generously enough to serve as built-in/ 
cut-on facings. 

Linings are applied by hand— often right up to 
the garment’s edge. An underlining is included to 
strengthen the area and to serve as a base for the 
hand stitches that are a part of the process. 

Using the shell shown at left, | demonstrate how 
to apply a lining to a curved neckline and an arm- 
hole edge for an elegant couture technique. 





Susan Khalje is a Threads contributing editor. 


Cut three 
layers of fabric 


The shell has three layers: the fashion fabric, the under- 
lining, and the lining (in this case, herringbone-weave 
raw silk, silk organza, and silk crepe de chine). When you 
A? cut out your fabrics, increase the seam allowances of 
the neck and armholes on your commercial pattern or 
muslin from % inch to 1 to 2 inches. They'll be trimmed 
Vogue 8107 down later. 
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Tradition and technology meet 
with M’Liss Rae Hawley and 

| Husqvarna Viking. 


respected artist in multiple 

mediums, M’Liss Rae Hawley 
combines traditional quilts with 
textures, thread work, decorative 
stitches, accessory feet and machine 
embroidery using the best in today’s 
sewing technology, Husqvarna Viking. 






Experience the power of a 

Husqvarna Viking Designer SE as well 
as the creativity of M’Liss Rae Hawley 
through her patterns, books and 
designs and now her new collection 
of Robison-Anton Super Strength 
Rayon thread in colors to match her 
latest fabrics and embroidery designs. 
With M’Liss Rae Hawley and 
Husqvarna Viking, the best of the 
past, present and future of quilting 
can be yours, too. 





a Save 20% on any Husqvarna Viking M’Liss Rae 








BeAr Bu ack SP - Hawley Design Collection, Pattern, Book or 
ees H | | pe a =, : , | i 
— ot h : . , ~.* Robison-Anton Thread Collection.* 
<a 
— 
a a ' *At participating retailers only. Coupon must be presented to redeem. Coupons redeemable only at 
rs point of purchase. Coupons cannot be duplicated. Limit one coupon per customer. No prior sales. 








i) Sewing Inc. — and Viking are Cannot be combined with any other offer. Coupons are good on in-stock items only. No special orders. 
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MASTER CLASS continued 


Mark seamlines A WORD ABOUT UNDERLINING 


FIRMLY WOVEN FABRICS 


Use old-fashioned, When the fashion fabric is silk dupioni, silk 


wax-based tracing paper and shantung, linen, or a silk-linen blend, use silk 


a tracing wheel to transfer the organza, lightweight silk broadcloth, or cotton 


neckline and armhole seamlines batiste as the underlining. They mimic the hand 


from your pattern or muslin of the faction t abies 
to your underlining and lining. 
SOFTER FABRICS 


For three- and four-ply silk crepes and wool crepe 


Choose your carbon color care- 
fully and trace lightly; it mustn’t 
show through to the right side 
of the fabrics. 


fashion fabrics, use silk crepe de chine as the 





underlining. It duplicates the flowing nature of 
these fabrics. Silk organza, for example, would be 


too firm and would restrict the natural flow of 


Make the fashi On- the fashion fabrics. 
fabric unit 


Hand-baste the fashion fabric and the underlining together, 
following the traced marks. This double layer is the fashion- 


fabric unit. 


Sew the seams 


Machine- 
stitch the 
fy! fashion-fabric unit’s 
fee shoulder and side 
eee ; seams; press the seam 
a ese | allowances open. 
7¥ Repeat this step for 
the lining. 
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Photos: Scott Phillips 


Staystitch the 
curved openings ~_ 


Machine-staystitch the neckline and armhole edges on the seamlines 





of both the fashion-fabric unit and the lining. 


Press before Clip the seam 
clipping allowances 


Press the neckline and armhole seam allowances onthe fashion- After this initial pressing, clip the seam allowance as 
fabric unit toward the inside, carefully manipulating the fabric so deeply and as often as necessary to establish a smooth, 
that no creases are pressed in. Inching your way, carefully work the undimpled, curved armhole and 

tip of the iron along the seamline. By creating a memory of the neckline. Trim the seam allowance 

folded edge in your fabric before clipping into the seam allowance, down to % inch, and re-press. 


you discourage the little depressions that tend to appear along 
clipped curved edges. Favor the staystitching to fall inside the neck 
edge to keep it hidden from the right side. \ 





MASTER CLASS continued 


Tack seam Sew in the lining 
allowances Align the pressed edges, bring the lining slightly inside 


the fashion-fabric edge, and join it to the neckline and 
armhole edges with small, firm fell stitches, placing them right at the 
fashion fabric’s line of staystitches. 


Catchstitch the seam allowances to the under- 
lining. Perform the same pressing, clipping, and 
re-pressing on the lining along its traced neck- 
line and armhole edges. 





~ Understitch 
the edges 


Prevent the lining from ever peeking around the edge of the fash- 
lon fabric by understitching it to the underlining with a prickstitch 
(a tiny backstitch). Stitch approximately 4 inch below the neckline 
) edge and inside the armhole edges, with each 

rs ~. a, stitch catching the underlining and lining 
Pat lh ed by! a . 
em f: a layers but not the fashion fabric. 

a |. >| aaa 
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| Keep your Threads back issues A el Aue al 


looking brand new. fall | 2006 
: aap “Save up 
ga One Week Workshops to 80%! 
| Elaine Bradley - weaving eee 
¢ Quilting 
Joan Rigal - quilting ¢ Crafts 
and more! 





Christine Zoller - ee 
® Needlecrafts, Gardening, Cookbooks, 
Home Décor, Fitness, Nature, Art, 


Fiction, Travel - 67 Subject Areas. 
‘Weekend Workshops Byer Catalog: 

; P Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller 
Martha Bates - shibori 2.130 Oak, Falls Village, CT 06031 
eearies www.erhbooks.com/gmn 
READER SERVICE NO. 58 


painting & printing on silk 





Pat Thomas - marbling 
Jan Wutkowski - felt 
hat blocking 


Think creative, think EQ! Check 
out these unique products for 
crafting, quilting, and more: 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 
$49.95 for 6). 


Add $1.50 per case for P&H. Outside the U.S., add $3.50 each Fe 4 “= A R R O VM O N T 


(U.S. funds only). CT residents add 6% sales tax. c school of arts and crafts 


To place an order using your credit card, . =, é BORG INGETTE 


call 1-800-888-8286 or send your ' 
order and payment to: Taunton Direct, Inc., > ja 865-436-5860 
P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 


assistantships 
work-study | residencies 
aicthantisichat ic * Printable Inkjet 
Fabric 
* Printable Peel 


and Stick Fabric 
THE ELECTRIC Free Catalog! 
U | LT www.electricquilt.com 
sales@electricquilt.com 
COMPANY 1-800-356-4219 
READER SERVICE NO. 85 





Sew much to do? 
Sew little time? 


TEXTILE ARTS 
SYMPOSIUM / 2006 


PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM 
SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 
June 22-25, 2006 


Immerse yourself in the textile traditions and 


Do it all this summer! ambiance of New England at PEM’s Textile Arts 


American Sewing Guild 
Conference 2006 


View and print the complete 24-page 
conference brochure at www.asg.org, 
or send $3 for a printed copy to: 
American Sewing Guild, 9660 Hillcroft, 
Suite 510, Houston TX 77096 


Symposium and exhibition Painting Summer in New 
England. Renowned fashion designer Sigrid Olsen 
and over 15 artists, authors, curators, and educators 


featured. For details, log on to pem.org/textile. 


apowt Detail, Signed Olsen Tapa Prim 


Peabody 
Essex 
Museum 


East India Square | Salem, MA01970 | 866-745-1876 | pem.org 
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| The Bali Collection Islander Sewing Systems 
866-658-2612 248-889-5091 
batikbutik.com islandersewing.com 


rnd pes gocans by La Fred ae He i : 


lafred.com LJDesignsOnline.com Saf-t-pockets.com 
reais he Line oe Encore Designs The Sewing Workshop 
800-868-3003 785-357-6231 
2 tearm com www.encoredesigns.com sewingworkshop.com 
Fashion Patterns by Coni Modular Design 
928-204-9362 503-722-5152 
fashionpatterns.com kaylakennington.com Visit us online! 
\ | Great Copy Patterns Petite Plus Patterns www.patterncompanies.com 
262-898-1400 877-909-8668 
: », greatcopy.com petitepluspatterns.com 






Ps | MbCPCNCCNT PATTERN ComPANyY ALLIANCE 
ay FoR. TUG STYLE YOU WANT AND THE QUALITY You TRUSTI 






Purrfection Artistic Wearables 
800-691-4293 
purrfection.com 


SAF-T-POCKETS Patterns 
503-761-6460 


Loot ror Tuc IPCA Loco AND BE ASSURED THAT PATTERNS ARE... 


© PROFESSIONALLY DeaFTEp 


© PROFESSIONALLY GRADED (MULTIPLE SIZING) 
© INCLUDE. COMPREHENSIVE, ILLUSTRATED PATTERN GUIDES 
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The must-have reference for everyone who sews ... 





Sandra Betzina, the dynamic host of HGTV’s Sew Perfect and 
best-selling author, brings you More Fabric Savvy. Completely 
updated, this all-new edition of her best-selling guide now covers 
over 100 fabrics. It’s your key to success in working with classic 
brocades and silks to the latest polyesters and faux fabrics. 


SANDRA BETZINA 


e 19 all-new fabrics 
e 100 new tips for added expertise 
e Latest techniques for classic fabrics 


e All-new photos now with pattern numbers 


7: | 4 Quick Resource Guide 10 
e Easy-to-use lining chart Selecting avo Sewing Fabric 


e Convenient spiralbound format 


Plus two new features: 


é e Burn test for determining fabric content 

8 e Comprehensive stain removal guide 

, Visit www.taunton.com/betzina today Undated 

- or call toll free 800-888-8286 p ate 

: New Edition 


The Taunton Press Get yours today! 
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More Fabric Savvy 
sandra Betzina 


Hardcover/Enclosed Spiral 
Product #070745, $24.95 


Also available from Sandra Betzina: 


Fast Fit 
Spiralbound 
Product #070605, $24.95 


Paperback 
Product #070733, $17.95 


Power Sewing Step-by-Step 


Spiralbound 
Product #070487, $34.95 


Paperback 
Product #070661, $24.95 


Sandra Betzina 
Sews for Your Home 
Spiralbound 


Product #070559, $29.95 

















MARKETPLACE 


Sewing Machines Irons 
Cutting Machines Needles 
Parts & Supplies Attachments 
Presser Feet 
Cutting Mats 
Rulers 


1-800-216-9128 


fo™ 
Atlas Levy 


Everything For The Garment industry Dress Forms 


www.atlaslevy.com paper 
Scissors 
109 W 8th St Los Angeles, CA 90014 








.COM 


FABRIC TV. 


8386 North Main St. 


: Eden, NY 14057 PFAFF 
_o~ 716-992-4364 Dealer 
EDEN SEWING CENTER 
Fashion Fabrics / Cottons & Findings 
www.edensewingcenter.com 








ay” SANUK JACKET 


{ Dye Easy/Multi-sized Pattern! 
Vi Adio Mekong River Textiles 
: y bolize 607 DALE DRiveE 
‘fe eas Ss SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 
fe pog Zoey => 301-589-1432 
ie 5 A For more patterns 
ow % df : 
oof W Ar 2 handwoven cottons, 

/ add5%tax silks, and ikat fabrics.. 

Visit us at: 


: www.mekongrivertextiles.com | 


eee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee 


SWE SRARRLERS 


ae _ Hundreds of Ready Made 

. oe Af Pan Iron-On Metal and 

“a -~ | Swarovski® Crystal Transfers 
See Ze — s ¢ Crystal Zippers 

oo | ¢ Knit Sew-in Collars 


| g “136 S. Juniper * Escondido, CA 92025 


1.888.999.0408 


All Styles Now Available Online From 
www.birchstreet-folkwear.com 


Sewable Swedish Tracing Paper 


Don't cut your patterns! 


10 yards rolls - 29" wide 
Trace your pattern with this durable, strong, 
see-through and drapably soft pattern paper. 


Contact us for pricing, free sample and catalog 


Birch Street Clothing 
P.O. Box 1110, Alta, CA 95701 - Dept TH 
800-736-0854 (530-318-3883) * www. birchstreetclothing.com 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 








See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


PPF Designs 
www.ppt-designs.com 


Ultrasuede® Fabric & Fringe 


Toray® Ultrasuede from % yard min. to multi ple yardage. 
Toray® Ultrasuede Fringe up to 12 inches in length. 





Secure on-line ord ering 
Personalized customer service 


3577 E. 225 N. * Danville, IN 46122 * (317) 919-4182 





| MANNE-KING 


www.manne-king.com 


Thousands of new items available online. 
Call or email for our new 96-page catalog! 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES! 
Dress Forms from $94.95 
Coat Forms from $94.95 


Lasy online ordering & as always 
tend ly customer service! 





1-800-779-1566 
3855 Elm St. ¢ Denver, 60 80207 


























Sewkeys : | NN = ONG . y 


Sewing Classes Knit Patterns for the Hard To Fit 
EMMA SEABROOKE 
305-664-3319 


sewkeyse@bellsouth.net 


_Sewphisticated Knit Fabrics 


Contact Emma for a 
Free Info Packet! 





RICHLAND SILK Co. 


SILK BATTING 
SILK THREAD 


WWW.RICHLANDSILK.COM 
917-263-4756 





— = — a = SE 


e 
ih nolions com 








HOt eae teny- 
WITH PURCHASE OF THREE PATTERNS 





: i AND 
ALWAYS 20% OFF 
~ % = ALL ACCESSORIES 
| | zippers, threads, quilting fabrics, needles, 
‘ scissors & shears, sewing furniture & more! 








Designer Fabrics 


From the Finest 
European mills... 


ipa 


apparelchik@netidea.com 
1 250 352 0090 
{1 866 788 0090 
www.santacruzdesigns.com 
Chic, superbly drafted, 
fabulously fun sewing 

patterns in the latest 


styles. Achieve an ideal fit 
with our tested patterns. 


#208-907 Baker Str, 
Nelson, BC, Canada 
















MLNS FABRIC INC. 
tropical and 
alensfabricinc@aol.com 


Save on Ist order! Use TM code. 
specializing in 
‘i, en polynesian prints 
www.alensfabricinc.com| 






Visit our website today! 
hawaiian, 
800-471-5542 





| Timmel Fabrics in Canada | 
Fabrics and patterns for garment sewing | 
Mail order to Canada, USA, Europe 
www.timmelfabrics.com 
1-877-825-9048 





Sadia’s Designs 
Unique Lace and Machine 
Embroidery Designs 





www.sadiasews.com 


mail@sadiasews.com 
Secure online Visa/MC and Paypal transactions 


Licensed Nancy Drew’ Fabric | 
by Gumshoe Girls 
www.nancydrewgirldetective.com * 720.280.9531 | 
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MARKETPLACE 


DARR, Inc. 
Sewing Notions that Work 
NMadein USA 


DARR E-Z Winder 
Wind any thread or yarn 
onto spools using your 
sewing machine bobbin winder. 
NEW! d PatentPending | 
DARR Piping Magic kde UY, 
Rotary cut piping seam allow ances. 
DARR, inc. 
(251) 661-5191 - Fax (251) 665-0072 
http://www.darrsewnotions.com 
_ info@darrsewnotions.com 


A Fabric Oasis 


Top quality quilting fabrics 
Secure online shopping 


e 
bene 


Patent 4170416 





Entire Fairy Frost Collection 
from Michael Miller Fabrics 


www.atabricoasis.com 


P.O. Box 737 * Garrisonville, VA 22463 
| (540) 286-2609 


Just published! 


The Bra-makers Manual 
by Beverly Johnson 
The complete guide to bra design, 


draft, fit and construction 
www.bramakers.com 


Supply catalogue free of charge! 
1-905-538-1396 


ACADEMY or FASHION DESIGN 


STUDY AT HOME 
CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 


WWW.AOFDESIGN.COM 


!-877-978-9088 _ fashiondesign@sasktel.net 


Advanced Alterations Training 


+ Alterations for Professionals 
«Specialty Alterations: Bridal/Formalwear 
Available September 2006... 
Alterations for Professionals 
Book onCD 
Reserve your copy now! 
Linda Stewart, Instructor 
_For class schedule and locations 
visit the website, then phone: 
276-669-3299 
| Classes customized to fit your business needs 
LStewartCouture@bvunet.net 
www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns 
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SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source _ ~~ 

The largest selection of snap 4 
styles and colors for Shirts, 4 

Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 

Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The Bee We Company 


P.O. Box 36108-TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 * 1-800-527-5271 


Finest 
ideas fabrics ~~ Malden Mills’ 
Lae STUDIOS from " store 

= Malden Mills® Retail Store introduces 


fe AF-STUDIOS.COM 


where you will find: 


Inspired 


* Inspired Projects 
* Fun Contests 
* Shopping 
* E-Cl ssroom 
* Special Events 


Call us at (877)-289- sina to order 


www.AF-Studios.com (978)- -557-3243 


PRINTED & WOVEN [2bcr. 


Custom Designed Asi All of sical Needs 


IRON 


Fast Manufacturing « Excellent py Small Or Or Large SOeaers 


1: 800- 944. 469 CALL FOR OUR FREE 


INTRODUCTION PACK 
GENERAL LABEL MFG. - www.generallabel.com 


candlelight valley fabrics 


designer fabrics on-line 


silks wools cashmeres 


jerseys linens suiting 


mild rotibers FOoOYONS 


it’s where you want to be! 
www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 





Buttons] Zippers] [Closures 
Black & White Sewing Supplies 
www. BUT TONFLOWER.coM 


Trims Unlimited,Inc. 1-718- 437-9504 
4510 11th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11219 
For all your sewing needs 


CUSTOM SERVICES 


~ Made From Your Fabric 
Pleating Flowers ¢ Buttons e Belts 





























rine ALOUNTAIN 
GEMS". Bead, 
‘Friendly Service’ Since 1972 
America’s 
Favorite Beading 
Supply Company 
1-800-355-2137 
Request your 
catalog NOW! 
Dept. C033 


sane Sieatianananle ems.com 


Billions 






PM Organics 


Textiles You Feel 
Good About! 


Certified Organic 
Cotton Fabrics and Notions 
www.pmorganics.com 













Handmade Guatemalan 
Fabrics 







Guatemalan Rainbow Fabrics 
designed by Priscilla Bianchi 
Luscious Silk Noil 
Valdani Threads 







newmoontextiles.com 
626-296-6663 





Create custom patterns 
with your own Computer! 


@Free trouser pattern 


Software 


@Free 30 day trial software 


707 816-6083 
pmaker@eskimo.com 
http://www.patternmakerusa.com 





) ——— * ar 

















Fabrics nel 


Fine Fabrics 
Wools, Silks, Tulles.. and More 


Large and small orders accepted 


http://www.fabrics.net 
(800) 483-5598 











HALTE COUTLRE TECHNIQUES VICTORIAN CORSETS 


iC As | _—w 
f 
a) # /f 

(0MWMWKESI 1S 
OPEN ENROLLMENT 2006 
@ WORKSHOPS FOR THE FASHION CONSCIOUS 
@ LIMITED PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
e “PROJECT y LINUS” NON-PROFIT BENEFIT 
@ SPECIALROOM RATES- BEAVERTON PHOENEX INN 












ee es ai MCFAOOE  N 
5 NW NORWICH STREET 
VERTON. OR 397006 
dollymcfadden.com 
E: 503-645-4116 
BACKER BIAS TECHNIQUES 





www.zipperstop.com 
YKK Zippers 
“Zipping Up America Since 1941” 
Every type of zipper imaginable! 
1.888.947.7872 





FACTORY DIRECT 
AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
FREE CATALOG! 


Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 
Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 


www.lodidownandfeather.com 


Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. 


/baerfabrics.com 


2 Acres of Merchandise! 





WORLD OF 


burda FASHION 


MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 
Each pattern in five sizes. 

Send $18 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 
Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html 


ClothingLabels4U.com 


CUSTOM AFFORDABLE PRICES! } 
WOVEN FREE SAMPLES! 


GARMENT _ DURABLE! 
LABELS ___WON'T FADE 


1-800 469-1301 














Four floors & 
Mail Order too! 


Saye Cae ie 3 


SKITEX 
FABRICS 


146 geary st., san francisco, ca 94108 
britexfabrics.com 


Cynthia's Fine Fabrics 


*7 Patt Deater in South Plorida 


954-724-2900 PFAFF ley 
www.cynthiasfinefabrics.com wo 


Falkiics Untimited 
for All Your Sewing Needs 
Toll Free 1-800-827-9389 
YAW ANA cel OlmecLelaliiealicscemalsy 





if Kip: Line ‘Media 


SEWING CLASSES ON DVD 
www.HipLineMedia.com 





SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! — , 

We carry thousands of hard to find ne Z GREAT BUTTONS 
wardrobe care supplies. ze s 

MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY P 4 Angelico 

TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 . * | 1 888 974 2266 


Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 











| Rite) lico. 
Check out our new full-service website: www.shopangelico.com 
http://wardrobesupplies.com 


> Bags with "Panache" « 


Panache: (n.) distinctive and stylish 


Patterns fo vr Martial Arts 4 Manus nendey patterns StudioKat Designs 
=, esigned tor the way 137 § Hemingway Ct 
; ; 7 women REALLY five!! Advance, NC 27006 
Gi, hakama, kimono, vests, , PERFECT for embellishing! Call 866.409.8634 


belts, bags and more 
for the martial arts, 
anime & cosplay. 





see the entire collection at www.studiokatdesigns.com 


DESIGNER 
FABRICS 


Cadena 
ARMANI 
Valentino 
Ralph Lauren 
Donna Karan 


Budo Bear 
(412) 381-4148 





Hugo Boss 

Ellen Tracy 
Ultrasuede 
Heirloom Cottons 
and much more! 


FREE PERSONAL SWAICH SERVIC 


Wii Yl (> allidaelbiiiiem) esti ae ee) 


2717 FRANKLIN PIKE « NASHVILLE IN © PH: B13 9297-3 346 





Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


ORIGINAL SINGER 
221 FEATHERWEIGHTS 


Apple Annie Fabrics 
566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 elna 
anne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 


with case by Tom Martin 
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50 Hazelton Lane 


— rrr pee TS RR#1, Box#l 


ent Sew VW ing & Design North Bay, Ontario 
Owned by Ki ithryn Brenne Canada PIB 8G2 


Joana with Ros 705.494.8529 
www.finesewing.com 








n Co uns rps fa Fail 7006 






Leather Workshop « Sept 21 24 006 





Decades of Sty le ®@ 


Pattern Coe 


Offering vintage patterns 
trom 1900 to 1960 - faithfully /| 


reproduced with MOC EMAILS 


NALA 
\\ 





printed patterns and “| | 
illustrated instructions. Fach a i ‘ 
attern is available in i2 sizes & 
from 40” bust to 55” bust! 
www.decadesofstyle.com | 


a 





Zo \SM 
a) AT etn 
Pants Fitting Workshops 
JSM Tools™ for Pricing Alterations 





Joyce S. Murphy © 989-379-7202 © jsmpatterns.com | 


Lorraine Torrence « ° 
Desrgnt @ 


2112S. Spokane St. Seattle, WA 98144 
www.lorrainetorrence.com 


CLASS ACT ENSEMBLE 


Pattern includes 4 jacket views 
plus tong and cropped pants 
XXS$-3XL 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-369-4974 
Ask for free brochure 


MY TWI 


Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 








® dressforms & 
pantsforms 








Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 


www.mytwindressforms.com « 1-866-4MYTWIN 






piv 
PLEATS® 


Modern, casual style 


$19.95 
+3.00s&h 
FLadd 6 ¥/2 % 
Visa VIC check 


CUTTING CORNERS 
1177 Louisiana Ave + Ste 211 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
_| 1-877-734-5818 + www.cuttinglinedesigns.com 














. designs. | 
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Kyoto K imono 


@_* bundles & kimono bales 


(607) 765-3960 or visit us at 
www. kyotokimono.com 





‘Sewabration. com 


, the 
, Simplified Sewing Series 


a — . r — Fy — = a: 5 = ry 1 — . — a a = = — s a 


REUSABLE 


Hugo's NEW. 


E 
AM: AZIN G —n Rolls 


1/2”, 1°, 2”, 2-3/8" 
SELF CLING NO GLUE N EW 


WWW.amazingtape.com 


RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 

















Delta Sewing Furniture 
- | Quality Value Style 


Your source for sewing cobinety with the looks of fine funiture, | 


Please visit www.deltasewing.com | 













er eee 
‘Yueysfabries.com 
a fabric boutique 


..for Do-It-Yourself Fashionistas 


knits 
purse findings 


worldwide shipping from Texas (3)972-494-7331 


www.lucysfabrics. com 


STUD IQ 


PAT TE RN S 


lingerie supplies 
fashion trims 





Designer Fabrics at Affc dable Prici es. 
www.lextileStudioFabrics.com 








EUROPEAN CUT 


A book about drafting basic slopers the 
European way! 


For details and orders, please visit 
www.vestisbooks.com and save 20% 


: | hreadPRO ~ 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2322 


The African Fabric Shop 


Vibrant. Exciting. Unique. 
Wax prints. Batik. Mudcloth. Beads. 
For dressmaking, quilting and furnishing. 


www.africanfabric.co.uk 









ee * Over 50,000 craft & 
BSE sewing supplies 
FOR LESS * MORE than 900 brands 
* EVERYDAY \ow prices! 


* - - + 
@ | - 


Keep your Threads back issues 





ote) Gils mele-litemils ie 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). | 


Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 
Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 





To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. 
Outside the U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


® Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE 


ZIPPERS 


We are America’s #1 source for zippers you & 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to & 
your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy = 
on-line ordering process—simple to use! 

Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPER RSOURCE z 


ARS ats iRAAARRRAALA CAREER ANER ARMA RA AAA 
1900 W. Kinzie St., Chicago, IL 60622 : 

Phone: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243- 1600 : 
we WWW.zippersource.com waaay 







Three Pines Designs 


Fabrics, Notions, Craft Basics & More! 
PO Box 234 La Grange KY 40031 (502) 265-1005 


www.threepinesdesigns.com 


frittine Joo rons Patt 


Keyhole Top & Pants for Wovens 
Pattern No. 1010 $18.50 posiage paid 


ui 







FLARELEG PANT TROUSER PANT 


- = alli Hil 


(6) FRONT 
Lf SS FRONT BACK R BACK 








p: 248.547.1080 f: 248.543.4037 






W: www.cjpatterns.com 






e: christine@cjpatterns.com 


for inquiries: PO BOX 858 ROYAL OAK MI 48068-0858 LISA 






‘ee Lf Finest Fabric Store 


W HARERMA 
oh oe FABRICS N 


...for bridal, apparel, & home décor. 








Shopping, swatching, projects at 





www. habermanfabrics.com 












905 S. Main St., Royal Oak, M1 48067 
Phone: 248.541.0010 FREE PARKING! 





Instructional videos & DVDs 
teaching efficient and professional 
techniques for making pillows. 
888-745-5797 
www.thepillowlady.com 












ANTIQUE TEXTILES 
VINTAGE FASHIONS 


show & sale 
May 8 ¢ July 10 « Sept 4 


207-439-2334 
vintagefashionandtextileshow.com 


54” dupioni silk 
| Fe) ¢ eve) (o) g- 


yiidexelgelamecolan 











Ae icelsMicc}o meta celtimissteretiace| {(ols kam 


















be L 
301 Hollywood Skirt” r red 
Sart Sizes 4-26 inci. 
Great for All 
Figure Types 
$12 + $2 S&H 
703 830.1867 
bis as Dawn Anderson 
Skint Designs 
www .dawnandersondesigns.com 





atetialt 







Fabrics for the artist in you 
www.materialgirlquilt.com 













embroiderysew.com 
Featuring Swarovski® 





Fabrics For All Occasions 
| Bridal and Formal Fabrics « Daywear 
















1332 Southwest 59th HOT FIX/IRON-ON CRYSTALS 
ee aeterae 73119 Your one-stop resource for 
www.helenenoxfabrics.com Dance, Skating, Sewing & 













Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 + Sun. 1-5 


Embroidery Supplies 
We ship all over the United States 












== Canada's online retailer of flne fashion 
fabrics, sewing pattems and notions 


y= ~ Bali batik rayon from The Batik Butik 
, ~ The Bali Collection sewing patterns 
~ Interlock & ribknit from Siltex Mills 
~ Selection of fine cotton fabrics 
~ Fokkweat, Kwik-Sew, The Classics by Material Things 
Petite Plus Patterns, The Sewing Workshop Collection 


Distinctive Sewing Supplies 


www distinctivesewing.com 


Free 48 pane e Catalog 





WAV AWA ST -telceibelelareeelit 


Serger Thread & Notions, Zippers 
Flagcloth/Outdoor Fabrics, Elastic 
Webbing/Buckles, Scissors, 
Upholstery & Home Dec. Supplies 


info@distinctivesewing.com 


8331 Epicenter Bvid. 


Lakeland, FL33809 800-713-8157 





online Sewing Classes 


Trish Waxed Linen Thread 
Supplies for Beading, 
Basket Weaving & Embellishing 













Download a FREE lesson! catalog $2.00 
— 800-526-1630 


RoyalwoodLtd.com 


Ro yalwood Ltd. 
517-Th Woodville Rd. 
Mansfield, OH 44907 


{) 
See 









¥ 


Be part of a national referral list 


for sewing professionals 






PatternReview.com 


Helping You SEW SMARTER — every day! 





PROFESSIONAL 7 ASSOCIATION 


fy. i 
ein 


Join Now! (877) 755-0303 


Visit www.paccprofessionals.org 
PACC,56 South 33rd Ave. #220, St. Cloud, MN 56301 









r= Custom Designed isianding Quality On-Time Delivery — 
apo ST im Signature Jacquard Fabric, 
wee Fibbons,Labels, lags, 


te tel — 


Patches che min Oy> 
FUHNG SATIN ( CO 0. INC 


Embroidery Art for Jackets, 
Shirts, Uniforms, Jeans 


A> OW lel: (516) 877-1331 www.fuhngsatin.com 
i Hilton Aw < ie Needa gift for 


| arden City Park. NY 11040-5107 Since 1986) 3 —y 
(vs @. the person who 


m@® has EVERYTHING? 


The stylish scissors are spring activated, 
serrated, and ready for action by tailors, 
artists, seamstresses, hobbyists and 
medical professionals. 
Compact, 7 colors and 5 finishes 
also available in a necklace. 


Mackin & Company 


(800) 280-7367 www.mackincompany.com 

















HIT? Piedmont Avenuc 
Oakland, i( A611 
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Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 
Madison, Wisconsin 
608 294-7436 www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 








French Connections 


* West African prints, hand-dyed damask, 
mudcloth, African batik panels, & more 
® French toiles, chintz, & provengal fabrics 
www.french-nc.com 
(919) 545-9296 Pittsboro, North Carolina 


Seam less Draperies 
710 ft WIDE Textured Cotton 
For Washable, Non-lron, Non-Toxic 
Draperies, Slipcovers, Tablecloths 
$2 Planning Kit with samples: 
www.HomespunFabrics.com 
MC/V Toll FREE 1-888-543-2998 


| : Buttons NW 
Unique & Exciting Buttons 
SHOP OUR WEBSITE 





a | CG's COUTURE DESIGNS 7 t 





If you sew but do not have the drafting skills send us your 
measurements for a pattern thatfits and flatters or join us 
in one of our classes in Ft. Lauderdale. Start wearing good 
looking clothes that look good on you! Please call Claudette 
Grant at 954 733 7101 or www.cgscouture.com 


sewing patterns = 
of your exact measurements! = 
ll - stylish designs with perfect fit a 
- print athome or get by mail 


- personal measurements database 
- printingof yourown patterns 

~ selling of your own patlerns 

~ sewing books. machines, for ums 


| www.m- sewing.c com 





















THE SILK SOURCE 


SILK FABRICS 
(8Y MAi) 


Silk Deupioni, China Silk, Silk Shantung, Silk Gauze, Silk Taffeta, 
Silk Organza, Silk Crepe 4ply, Duchess Satin, Silk Charmeuse, 
Heavy Shantung Plain, Heavy Shantung Rib, Silk Crepe-de-chine, 
Doupioni Silk Metallic, Silk Linen, Silk Chiffon, Raw Silk Noil, 

Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 


*N ew Surprise Packages!* 


SUPER SILK 
P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
Flushing, NY 11352 Call toll free for free brochure 


(718) 886-2606 1-800-432-7455 
www.supersilk.com 


Visit our Website or 
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1 This aint your gramma's embroidery! 









w 


EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street ¢ dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site: www.earthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 


how ewing : 
Your source for mail order 
sewing supplies 
+ Hard-to-find items for fashion sewing 
* Tailoring supplies + Buttons 
+ Over 80 colors of Ambiance lining 
+ Designer patterns 


www.thesewingplace.com 


1-800-587-3937 


An extensive line of patterns, 
cloak clasps, kilt pins, 
penannulars & buttons for 

the period accurate re-enactor 
and costume onthusiast. 


ne 
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‘ 
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P rinted (iene 
Catalog sent with samples and order fons. 
E-mail; postman(@sterlingtape.com. 
www.sterlingnametape.com 
1-800-654-5210 


S terling Jlame 
i ape Co. 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 | 
Winsted CT 06098 





Over 7,000 styles oO 
buttons, clasps & thimbles 
Shop our online - — 
natalia ar ae: .f —— 
| 720-434-1090 . poet 


& www. buttondr awer.com_ 


@. 


@ 


Pre ee eee 





STRETCH HOUSE, INC. 


232 W. 37th Street (Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
New York, NY 10018 


Best source Of spandex, 
trimmings and feathers. 


Wholesale and retail. 
Mail order available. 
Ask for swatches. 


Phone: 212-868-0944 ¢ Fax: 212-868-0948 
sales @ stretchhouse.com 
www-.stretchhouse.com 





SMALL ADS YIELD BIG RETURNS 
for advertisers featured in the 
Marketplace and Classified 
sections of Threads. 


For more information call 
800-309-0383. 










UNIQUE 
“= PATTERNS 

i FOR 
WEARABLE ART 


& 


For free 32-page catalog, | 
email name and address 
to: info@folkwear.com 
















», (BM) Bonding Agent 007 


Stick-on * Giant Fiberglass 
‘IronClean Ironing Board Non-stick 
‘Iron Shoe — Cover Ironing Sheet 


to order: write, call or e-mail * PO Box 1797 Auburn WA 98071 


1-800-527-8811 * www.bonash.com. 










Paron Fabrics West/Annex 
Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 


*k * *k * * & PRESENTS* * * * * * 
NYC’s Smart Online Fabric Source 








MANHATTANFABR =< 


_ Exclusive Designer Fabrics 







SEWINGGOLD.COM e 888-505-4565 
$499°| CM-600 


Tacsew 
Walking oe Top of the Line 
Foot fg ee ~ Portable 

— Commercial 


$749 Blindstitch 
|GOLDBL'A SE WING MACHINES, INC. 















The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 
15 words. Payment must accompany order. Send 
to Threads, Classifieds: PO Box 5506, Newtown, 
CT 06470-5506, or fax to 203-426-3434. Or email 
text to ads@taunton.com The deadline for the 
August-September 2006 issue is May, 11 2006. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush self-adressed 
stamped envelope: Home Assembly--TH, 

Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


SEW BABY BIBS at home. Have fun and receive 
up to $506.25 Weekly! For information send 
SASE to: Stuff-4-Kids, PO Box 910969, St George, 
UT 84791. 


FABRICS 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 
Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, 
skating, drill team and dance costumes. A 
fantastic selection of lycras, powernets, glis- 
tenets, tricots, lingerie laces, notions, under- 
wires, bra cups, etc. Quantity discounts avail- 
able. Catalog--$3.00. Color swatches--$2.00. 
FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, Garwood, TX 
77442-0411. Phone or Fax (979) 758-3100. 
www.FabricDepotCo.com 





instructional videos & dvd's for beginners 





..do it yourself! 


aiySLipcovert.com 










AW 


Natural Dyes and Natural Fibers 


Exquisite hand-dyed silk and hemp yarn, thread, fiber, and 
fabric. Natural dyes, mordants, botanicals, and more... 


www.aurorasilk.com - Portland, Oregon - (503) 286-4149 





























Zippers... Threads... 
Buttons... Pins... 
Marking & Measuring Tools... 


Sewing Notions... 
and so much more! 


ULTRASUEDE® $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 100 Swatch- 
es, $15.00. Many other fabrics! Field’s Fabrics, 
1695-44th, Grand Rapids, MI 49508-5001. 
1-800-67 ULTRA. www.fieldsfabrics.com 


PATTERNS 


ETHNIC SEWING PATTERNS! African, Asian, 
Indian, Belly Dancing, more. Since 2003. 

Shop stores.ebay.com/Ethnic-Patterns or 
www.ethnicpatterns.com 


SCRAP-BAGS™ PATTERNS Letour patterns be the 
canvas for your creativity! www.scrap-bags.com 


ACCESSORIES / MISCELLANEOUS 


DESIGNER GLASS BUTTONS! Unique, elegant 
~ for clothing, handbags, jewelry and crafts. Terrie 
Voigt Studio www.tvsglass.com 


INSTRUCTION 


EXPERIENCE SERIES SUMMER ART WORK- 
SHOPS!! Enjoy Fibre Arts, Colour Theory, 
Image Transfer, Quilting and more! 
www.rdc.ab.ca/continuingeducation 


SEW101 OFFERS ONLINE classes in embroidery, 
quilting, serger, heirloom and more. Please visit us 
online at www.sew101.com 


Sew Amazing fT 
Fabrics by Mail 


Call today to order your free sample of our 


— 


monthly swatch packet 
1-877-884-7321 
Visit us at www.sew-amazing.com 


521 W. 98th St, Bloomington, MN 55420 





CLAIRE SHAEFFER’S 
COUTURE WORKSHOPS 


Chanel and That Suit 
September 18-23, 2006 


nique couture 
workshops to expand 
your horizons, 
inspire you, and 
increase your skills. 
Claire Shaeffer, PO Box 157, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
760-325-7906 Sewfari@earthlink.net 


Haute Couture 
January 10-15, 2007 








FABULOUS RIBBON TRIMS 
LEN TEXTILES 


jacquard or printed er unusual subjects 







for sewing, scrapbooking, paper crafts 
wholesale or retail www.lfntextiles.com 


t: 773/883-1888 





f: 773/883-2021 


The Amazing 
FITTING ASSISTANT 


Uses Your body measurements 
to convert Your 3D body form 
into 2D master pattems 
Your Personal Fit 
Reduces Your Frustration 
Saves Your time & money 
Customize Your wardrobe 
Easy io use for Your better Fit 
Your Personal Fit-ting Shells 
fit inside Your patterns like 
Your bx 


ersonal 
ody fits into a garment 


vr younpersonalfiL com Threads him 
559-213-6630 Fan 559-291-9033 








Don't miss an issue of THREADS. Just fill out and 
return this form at least six weeks before you 
move. Or call 1-800-477-8727. 


Old Address: 
Name 














Address 

City 

New Address: 
Address 

City States Zip— 
The Taunton Press, 63 S. Main St., PO. Box 5506 
Newtown, CT 06470-5506 


State Zip 
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ADVERTISER INDEX & DIRECTORY 


For more information from advertisers, use reader service card inside back cover. For quick access to their websites, 
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Throwing a straight pitch, 





he state of Ohio forced me 
to sew. I was 13 and enrolled fy 
in a school where state law | 
required all eighth-grade girls to 


take home economics to learn 





how to cook and sew, neither of 
which I wanted to do. 

This was back in the 1960s 
when grown-ups called girls 


~~. TT 
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like me “tomboys, and boys . ‘ 
called me “The Strikeout King.” 

(I could throw a baseball straight 
across home plate, and they still 
couldn't hit it.) 

Being coerced by law into taking 
“sissy stuff’ made me so desperate 
that I begged my mother to per- 
suade the principal to excuse me. 
The principal, however, insisted, 
and I was sentenced to nine 
months of home ec. 

My teacher was a gentle, elderly 
lady on the wrong side of a wide 
generation gap. Her choice of tapioca 
pudding as our cooking project says it 
all. We longed for pizza or brownies yet 
grimly slogged through the pudding 
preparation, just to find out that we also 
had to eat it. Needless to say, I haven't 
touched the stuff since. 

For our sewing project, she assigned 
two-piece, short pajamas, with no other 
limitations. My mother, a lifelong sewer, tried 
steering me to something uncomplicated, but I had 
learned a valuable lesson from the tapioca pudding. I might 
have to wear this garment, so I was going to like it. I settled, 
instead, on elastic-waist bloomers and a complex, yoked, 
gathered, and buttoned top. 

I stumbled through their construction with a classmate’s 
help. I got a C- on those cobbled-together pajamas, but I 
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wore them for years because I also received 
something else—a sense of achievement and 
a love of sewing. 

Home economics wasnt required the next 
year, but I signed up for it anyhow. This time, 
my teacher was young, petite, blonde, pretty, 
and moody. (Rumor had it that she had once 
thrown a manual typewriter at her philander- 

ing husband, a fellow teacher.) This woman 
was a drill sergeant in the classroom. She 
was also an outstanding teacher. 
She announced that, regardless of our 
experience, we d all begin the sewing se- 
mester with a simple drawstring apron. Then 
wed make an A-line dress with a zipper up the back. 

She reviewed our patterns and fabrics and rejected 
any that were too difficult. She gave detailed instruc- 
tions on reading patterns, understanding fabric, and 


Being the straightest sewer 
was as good as throwing a baseball 
across the center of the plate. 


the purpose for every stitch and cut. I 
_» learned thoroughly the basics of good sew- 
ing, and I was one of only two students 
who received an A for the course. 
As a sophomore, I returned for more 
sewing with the same teacher. That year, I 
overheard a guest speaker from a sewing-supply 
company tell our teacher that I was the straightest 
sewer she had ever seen. My teacher agreed that even a 
professional sewer couldn't sew as straight as I could. 
I have never forgotten the compliment. Being the straightest 
sewer they had ever seen was just as good as—maybe better 
than—throwing a baseball across the center of the plate. UW 





Amy Faye Sloter is a freelance journalist who lives on 13 acres 
outside of Columbus, Ohio, with her husband, an architect. 


iiustration: Jason Abbott 


The New Memory Craft 6600 Professional 
with AcuFeed: Layered 
Fabric Feeding System 


We've 
Cornered 
The Market 


Precision & Control 
The AcuFeed: Layered Fabric 
Feeding System perfectly 
guides your fabric from 
both the top and bottom. 
Only Janome integrates a 
built-in walking foot with 
a unique seven-point 

feed dog structure to 
insure your sewing 

and quilting is even, 
smooth and precise 

on all types of fabrics 
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AcuFeed: Layered Fabric’ 


and in all kinds of applications. Feeding System 

You Get These Exciting Plus All These Favorites: 

New Features: ° The largest arm and bed space of ° Hundreds of beautiful decorative 
° Start/Stop button any household machine: 9" x 5" and quilting stitches plus two 

° Favorite stitch settings default ° Stitching speed of up to 1000 spm lettering fonts and seven 

° Dual sewing lights ° Automatic thread cutter buttonhole styles 

° Enhanced screen clarity with * Independent bobbin winder ° Extension table included 


more stitch details ° Knee lift 


For the participating dealers nearest you visit J A Plt pagd = 
www. janome.com or call 1-800-766-SEWS (7397). : 


Wwww.janome.com 
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Th e fluffy fiber found inside 
cotton bolls is commonly white, 


but that hasn't always been the 
case. Dating back to ancient 
Egypt, India, and Peru, short- 
fiber cotton was grown in a va- 
riety of natural colors (tan, red, 
green, gray, and brown). Around 
300 B.C., Alexander the Great 
brought the “vegetable wool” to 
Europe, and the natural varieties 
flourished there for centuries. In 
the Industrial Revolution, how- 
ever, long-staple white cotton 
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ran through looms better, and 
the short-staple, colored varie- 
ties became virtually extinct. 
Color-grown cotton didn’t 
make a comeback until 1982, 
when hand spinner and cotton 
breeder Sally Fox rediscovered 
brown cotton seeds. She crossed 
plants to create the best of 
both worlds: naturally colored, 
long-fiber cotton. The resulting 
soft rainbow of colors actually 
deepen with time and wear, and 
the cotton is easily machine- 


FINE FABRICS : 





knit and machine-woven into 
many different fabrics. Best of 
all, the usual ingredients used 
to produce conventional cotton 
fabric—insecticides, pesticides, 
chemical fertilizers, bleaches, 
and dyes—aren't necessary. 
That's good news, indeed, for 
the environment and for 
sensitive skin. 

—Jennifer Sauer, Associate Editor 


For buying information, 
see Notions on p.15. 
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Teach Yourself to Sew 


Start with the basics, and you'll be sewing clothes in no time 
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When you see 
the ligntbulb, learn 
more at Threads 
Magazine.com/ 
Sewing. 


ow many times have you looked 

at a fabulous outfit and thought, 

“I want that!” Then reality sets 
in—designer prices, sizing issues, the 
wrong color or fabric—and the fantasy 
ends. Why not make it yourself? It’s 
not that difficult—really. By learning 
just a few simple sewing skills, you'll 
soon be whipping up skirts, dresses, 
pants, or even your own Chanel look- 
alike jacket. You can choose the color, 
fabric, style, and embellishments. Plus, 
you can get a perfect fit. 

This foldout includes absolutely 

essential sewing information—the 
















basic stuff you must know to sew. 
You'll find even more at Threads 
Magazine.com/Sewing, including an 
online trip to a fabric store. Come 
along for an incredible journey, and 
let's start sewing. 


Assemble your tools 


Ifyou don't have a machine, ask a friend or relative to lend 
you one orrent one from a dealer. Borrow other toolsfora 
weekend to get started or purchase them at a fabric store. 


Essential equipment (clockwise from top): 

# Pins *¢ Bobbins 

# Handandsewing- + Thread§ 
machine needles & Not shown: 


* Chalkordisappear- + Fabric 


ing marking pens * Pattern 
* Seam ripper * Iron/ironing board 
*: Measuring tape * Sewing machine ¢ 


* Scissors § 


PATTERNS 





Use a catalog 
to pick your pattern 


You can find catalogs at your local fabric store or online. 


SIZE YOURSELF UP 


You will not wear the same-size pattern as you doin ready-to-wear. 
With a tape measure, measure your bust, waist, and hip circumfer- 
ences following the illustrations and direc- 
tions in the catalog. This information is also 
online. Your measurements determine what 
size pattern you need. 

It’s unlikely that all of your measurements 
will match one size on the chart. Match your 
bust circumference to determine your size 


" 


for tops and your hip circumference to de- 
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termine your correct size for skirts or pants. 





Pattern catalogs Some catalogs indicate the bodytypes most 


provide direction. suited for a particular style. 


CHOOSE AN EASY PATTERN 


Most pattern companies have styles marked as “easy” or “very easy” 
to sew. This designation usually means there are fewer pattern 
pieces and uncomplicated shapes to sew. 
One pitfall for a beginner is choosing a first project that’s too dif- 
ficult. Try your wings on any garment that excites you— 
a skirt, top, pajamas—but choose a loose-fitting gar- 









ment that doesn’t require a custom fit. You'll 
experience success—the first time. All 
patterns have instruction sheets 
to guide you through the cutting 
and sewing process. 


You'll find an abundant 
selection of patterns 
for beginners. 





Use the pattern envelope 
as your shopping list & 





Pattern = 
envelopes J 
CO Hip 33% 344 46 Ko 
usually GD tn ——— 
contain GD arches os oo 8 8 
multiple sizes. VOGUE PATTERNS 
MISSES /MISSES' PETITE TOP, SHORTS AND PANTS: 
On th e Loose-liting ouinver lop has sieeyes and shaped hem, A, 


shot sieves, B: long steaves. Shorts or straight legosd: 
pants has clastic waist, side pockets and sitthed hers. 
NOTIONS: Shorts ©, Pants f: 1k: yds. offs Chastic, 
FABRICS: Lightweight Sroadetofh, Lightweight Linen 


envelope back, 








j | Ligstweight Challis and Lightweight Gauze. Unsuitable fo: 
find a list of obvious diagonals, plaids or stipes. Use nap yardageslay 
: outs for file, stiaded or one-way design fabyics. “with nag 
notions and -ydthout nap. 
suggested ae ey 
‘ TOPA 
fabrics. ane 1% 1 Gh 1 Be 176 2a 24 OM 
eo" 1M is 1th 1% 1% He Te 1 18 
TOP B 
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60°" Wa We 104 1h 6 156 1h te 
FUSIBLE INTERFACING A, B 
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This chart SHORTS C 
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shows how eo" Mt A th 1 Uk He 136 1% 
” PANTS D 
anh Ot 2k Bik 2 2a 2H 2% 296 2M 
many yar $TO aoe" lve 14% 1 1 TH 1 1% 1% 1M 
WHOTHS - Lower edge 
buy for your TAB 44 42 43 45 47 49 51 53 58 


: . ShorsG 92 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
view and Size. Pants) 21 22 22 23 28 24 24 25 25 


LENGTHS- Finished back trom base of your neck 
based on the TOP A.S 22% 20% 22% 23 234 232 2334 24 24¥4 


LENGTHS - Side fength trom waist 








fabric’s width. Shotts 19 19 73 19 19 19 19 19 19 
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a “view” or es Lp 
garment type. 
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For your 
first project, Read 
use a woven the entire 
fabric like pattern 
shirting or instruction 
flannel. sheet. 
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sf q 
af \ 
if \ 
4 \ 
f Avoid extremes \ 
‘ ( 
( Don’t choose fabrics that ‘ 


ae, 


are too heavy, too lightweight, 
too fuzzy, too slippery, 
\ or too anything. 


ete 


Put your pattern and fabric together 


The real fun begins when your pattern meets the fabric. 


PREPARE FABRIC 

Prewash your fabric for a wash- 
able garment. Then follow the 
pattern instruction sheet, which 
shows exactly how to lay the 
pattern pieces on your fabric. 
Most patterns are cut ona 
double layer of fabric. The fabric 
is usually folded with the right 
side inside to simplify marking 
(along the straight grain—see 
below—unless specified other- 
wise in the pattern). 


FIND A CUTTING SURFACE ¢ 
Work on any table, kitchen 
counter, or floor space that ac- 
commodates your folded fabric. 
Pin your pattern pieces through 
both layers of fabric, and cut 
along the cutting line. You can 


use either scissors or a rotary 
cutter and mat. 

On multisize patterns, high- 
light the line youwant to cut 
along and cut the pattern to 
your size before you lay it on 
your fabric. 


MAKE REFERENCE POINTS 
The little points along the cut- 
ting line, called notches, help 
you align the seams of two 
fabric pieces properly. When you 
see a notch, cut a 4-inch snip 
perpendicular to the seam edge 
to mark its location. 

After you've cut your fabric 
but before you pick up your pat- 
tern pieces, follow the directions 
for marking darts (see “Stitch- 
ing” section). 


Need-to-know fabric terms § 


Selvage: The factory-finished 
edges of the fabric—typically 
the longest edges. 


Straight grainline: Any line 
parallel to the selvage. Fabric 
has little stretch in this 
direction. This is indicated on 
pattern pieces as an arrow. 
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Bias: A line or acut made ona 
45-degree angle to the selvage. 
Fabric stretches considerably 

in this direction. 


Crossgrain: A line that is 
go degrees to the selvage 
Fabric has a slight stretch in 
this direction 


— 








First, make your darts 


Darts add shaping to a garment and are the first things 
to sew-—even before the seams. Here are two alterna- 
tive ways to mark and stitch a dart. 


Clip the seam edge at the 
dart legs. Mark the point 
witha pin and a disappearing 
marker. To position your fabric 
when you sew the dart, bring 
the two clips together with 
right sides meeting. Allow the 
fold to form from the clips 

to the point. 


THREE WAYS TO 
KNOT YOUR WORK 


LJ nsecured seams can 
separate, so secure them 
at the beginning and at the end. 


+ The most conventional way 
to knot your thread is to hand- 
tie the two thread tails ina 
square knot close to the edge 
of the fabric. 

* Take a few stitches in reverse 
when you start and end 
your seam to back-tack 
your stitches. 

*: Decrease to a short stitch 
length for about “inch as 


you start and end each seam. 


Darts, seams, and edges are all that you 





Clip and mark point. 


J 





Pin the fold at the point 
and seam ends. Position the 
seam end of your dart under 
the needle, draw out enough 
thread to reach to the point, 
lower the presser foot and 
stitch along the line that the 
thread forms when you hold 
it to the point. 





Follow thread to sew. 


Next, sew your seams & 


Seams hold the fabric pieces together to form a garment. 


The pattern dictates the amount of seam allowance— 
the distance from the cut edge to the sewn line—to 
sew. Seams are usually sewn with the right sides of the 
fabric together. 

To start, align the raw edges of corresponding seams, 
match notches, use straight pins to hold the layers 
together, position your fabric edge under the needle, 
lower the presser foot, and gently press the foot control. 
The machine pulls the fabric under the presser foot as 
you control the speed with the foot control. 

Your hands drive the fabric, aligning the cut edge with 
the seam gauge on the throat plate for straight and 
curved seams. If a seam has a corner init, sew up to the 
point without crossing it. Position the needle down into 
the fabric. You can hand-crank the flywheel until the 
needle is down but only for a few stitches and in the 
direction the machine sews. When the needle is in the 
down position, lift the presser foot, and pivot your fabric 





until the next side is parallel with the seam gauge. Lower 


the presser foot and continue sewing. Theseam gauge has %-inch 
increments. 
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need to sew 


Cut through one dart leg on 
your pattern. Fold it over to 
meet the other dart leg as 
shown. Then mark the shape 
of the void. Fold the fabric 
along the foldline, and sewon 
the dart-leg line. 


Start sewing darts as you 





would any seam, but taper Cut, fold, and mark. 


the stitching line toward 
the fold and stop 
when you hit the 
point. Don’t back- 
tack at the end of 
a dart point—it 

will pucker. Tie a 

knot instead. . 





Taper stitching to the point. 


Finally, finish your edges 


Garments have all kinds of edges, but sewing them 
is usually just another version of stitching a seam. 


Double-fold edges work for most hems and 
all casings. Fold once and press, fold again 
and press, then edgestitch along the first 
fold. This edge is used for machine- or hand- 
sewn hems of any width—from a 10-inch 
hem allowance to a %-inch shirttail hem. 
When this same edge is sewn the width of 
an elastic, it can be used as the casing for an 
elastic waistband or cuff. 


Facings finish a shaped edge such as a neck- 
line, lapel, cuff, or scalloped hem. They are 

an extra pattern piece that mirrors the 
shape of the edge. Align the matching edges 
with right sides of your fabric together, and 
sew a seam following the edge. Trim the 
seam allowances, make little clips perpen- 
dicular to the seam on curved edges, press 
the seam allowances, and turn the garment 
to the right side. 





This is a double-fold hem. 





Tiny clips make smooth curves. 





Choose the right 
interfacing for 
your fabric. 7 







INTERFACING 
ADDS SUPPORT 


ost facings require 
M interfacing to help 
hold their shape. interfacing 
is a fabriclike product, 
which is available in several 
weights for all kinds of 
fabrics. You can find it in 
white and occasionally in 
other colors. Ask the fabric- 
store sales associate to 
help you select the proper 
interfacing for your type 
of fabric. 

Some interfacings are 
fusible and include complete 
directions on how to fuse to 
your fabric. 

Many fusible interfacings 
shrink. Preshrink it in a sink 
fullof warm water until the 
water cools. Blot and dry flat. 

Proper fusing requires 
heat and moisture. If you’re 
fusing small pieces, bond a 
section of interfacing to your 
fabric before cutting out 
your pattern. 

When you fuse, use a press 
cloth between the steam 
iron and fabric. Lift and 
reposition your iron instead 
of sliding it. Allow the piece 
to cool before moving it. 
Repeat the fusing process on 


the reverse side. 





FINISHING 







TOUCHES 


Give edges 
extra pressing 
attention. 





Press as you go 


When you’re sewing, spend more time at your 
ironing board than at your sewing machine. If 
you don’t press as you sew, the appearance of 
your garment will suffer. Here are some tips. 


Press the seam as it was sewn to set the 
stitches. Compare curved edges to the original 
tissue pattern to make sure they haven't 
stretched during sewing. Block in the original 
shape if needed. 


Press the seam open, to the side, or as directed 
by the pattern. 


If the seam follows an edge, as a facing seam 
does, follow step one, press the seam open, then 
fold and press along the edge. There are special 
pressing tools for curved edges. 


Explore closures 





‘ ae ST, 
All zipper packages and pattern instruction sheets contain directions for how to sew \ 
in a zipper. It’s simple when you change from a regular foot to a zipper presser foot. y + 
(See Threads online for information on selecting and sewing zippers.) Steam-a-seam 


a double-sided fusible tape, holds a zipper in place while you sewit in. F~/ 





4 
Spend time in the notions Many of today’s machines have one-step 
section of the fabric store. buttonholes. The sewing machine manual 
Snaps, laces, hooks and eyes, explains howto sew a buttonhole on 
and magnets are some of your machine. If you are using a vin- 
the available options tage model without a manual, you 
to hold your gar- may be able to find a booklet 
ments together. online or ask for directions at our 
Gatherings bulletin board. 


Nlusttrations: Edd Patton 
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